City of Burlington Newsletter
Welcome to the second issue of the City of Burlington
Newsletter! City of Burlington staff are excited to launch this newsletter in the hopes of
reaching more of our citizens with information about things going on in our great city. This will
be mailed quarterly to all USPS customers within city limits. You can expect to see an issue in
January, April, July, and September.
You will find highlights about each of the different departments and find answers to some of
the most frequently asked questions. Want to access our newsletter online? There will be a
link on our website as well as a way to subscribe and get added to a list to
automatically receive a copy to your email upon release. Paper copies will also be available at
City Hall and the Burlington Public Library. Have a city related question about
something not included in the newsletter? Please reach out to one of our city departments
listed on the back page of this newsletter. Someone will be happy to answer or direct you to
the correct person. Our goal is to increase communication and make our city an even
better place to live, work and play.

A Message From Mayor Jon D. Billups
“What’s it like to be Mayor?” I have been asked this question a lot since being appointed Mayor by city council in
January 2020. As Mayor you really don’t have any more authority than anyone else on council, but you do quickly
become the voice and face of council. As a city council member I was contacted quite a bit via phone calls, texts, emails
or on social media, and since becoming mayor I have seen a noticeable increase in volume. I have always tried to
answer questions promptly, only pausing when I need more information to be accurate. My tenure as Mayor started the
same as those before me working on the city budget for the next fiscal year. Besides the city budget, in my first year as
Mayor we dealt with (in no particular order) Covid, Police Chief retirement, infrastructure emergencies, racial injustice,
City Manager resignation, and the normal weekly agenda of the city.
Being the Mayor can be exhilarating and frustrating all at the same time. As Mayor you get to peer “behind the scenes”
and see all the great people working to improve our city. You are in contact with groups that are working to improve our
opportunities, communications, and strengthen our organizations. You see the jubilation of triumph when success is
realized. The frustrations can come from the pace of government, the limitations or restrictions imposed by the federal,
state, or local level of government. You also hear of situations where we have failed and need to do better. For me, the
sometimes-negative self-image we have here in Burlington is most frustrating. Burlington is a great little city. Do we have
some issues? Absolutely! Yet, we also are the envy of other cities that are our size because of the progress we’ve
made.
Being the Mayor of Burlington at this time is exciting because of the opportunities that are in front of us. We have
witnessed new leaders step forward and renewed efforts by those that have led and continue to do so. Citizens working
together, willing to identify and discuss where we have come up short and how to improve. When we interviewed
candidates for the city manager position, several mentioned Burlington as a place of interest because it is viewed as “a
city on the rise.” Indeed. As Mayor I could not be any prouder of that statement. In my opinion the positives of
Burlington far outweigh the negatives.
So, what’s it like to be Mayor? Pretty Darn Good.

CITY BUDGET GUIDE AT A GLANCE
Burlington’s Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) begins on July 1, 2021 and ends on June 30, 2022. The budget for all operating
funds for FY22 is $88.8 million, which is an overall increase of 13.26% from FY21, the previous year. This reflects the
increase in Capital Projects which help to enhance and protect our community.
In creating the budget, the City Council, City Manager and staff give careful consideration to the needs of the community
and services, in balance with available resources.
Find the full budget document and information on our website, under the Finance Department page.
Budget Goals:

The FY22 budget includes:

FY22 Decrease:

 Pass a balanced budget

 A balanced budget

 City property tax rate had a

 Maintain property tax levy rate

 A $.90 decrease in city

property tax rate

 Fund necessary infrastructure
 Provide high quality City services and

 Capital improvement projects

enhancing the quality of life in Burlington.

decrease from $16.33 to $15.44 per
$1,000 of valuation due to DESCOM
being funded by a County-wide levy
and removed from the City budget.

did you know?
Only a portion of your property taxes go the City of Burlington to fund services provided by the City.
Approximately 39% of your property tax bill goes to the City, and the rest goes to other units of local
government, such as the Burlington Community School District, Des Moines County and Southeastern
Community College.

Where do my city tax $$$ go?
FIRE $161

GENERAL
ADMINISTRATION
$75

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
$20

LIBRARY $59

HOUSE VALUATION: $100,000
ANNUAL GENERAL FUND TAX: $871

PUBLIC WORKS $36
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POLICE $255

PARKS & REC $62
DEBT SERVICE $203
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WEBSITE QUICK LINKS
The City of Burlington website makes it easy to report
concerns with our Request Tracker. Once your request
has been submitted, it is automatically routed to the
city department that will take care of following up on
the items for repair.
Report items such as:


Downed Tree/Limbs



Tall Grass and Weeds



Loose Trash and Debris



Traffic Signals/Street
Light Concerns

Looking for an indoor or outdoor space with park
amenities to host your next gathering? Rent a park
shelter with Burlington Parks and Recreation. There
are 17 reservable sites with varying amenities to host
birthday parties, weddings, family reunions and more.
Locations include:


Crapo Park Large Shelter



Bandshell



Shakespeare Garden



Dankwardt Large Shelter



Riverside Park Gazebo



Sewer Issues



Perkins Indoor Shelters



Street Issues



And More

To better ensure your concern can be appropriately
followed up on, please submit a fully completed form
including descriptive location, physical address, photograph if applicable, and phone number to follow up in
case there is more information needed.
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All reservations are made online through our website.
View complete list of shelters, amenities, prices and
available dates by visiting burlingtoniowa.org and
clicking on this quick link on the home page.
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Want to stay informed?
Visit
https://www.burlingtoniowa.org/list.aspx
to get signed up, or scan the QR code
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