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Burlington Historic Preservation Commission for providing many of these photos.
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T

his publication was funded with the assistance of
a grant from the U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service. However, the contents and opinions
expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the
views of policies of the U.S. Department of the Interior,
nor does the mention of trade names or commercial
products constitute endorsement or recommendation by the
Department of the Interior. This program receives Federal
financial assistance for identification and protection of
historic properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, Section 504 of the rehabilitation Act of 1973, and
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S.
Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or age in its
federally assisted programs. Any person who believes he or
she has been discriminated against in any of the program,
activities or facilities should write to: Director, Office of
Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street
NW, Washington, DC 20240
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The Guidelines

T

he objectives of these guidelines are for the betterment of the entire
Burlington community, more specifically the Heritage Hill Historic
District. Heritage Hill hosts an excellent collection of 19th and early 20th
century residential architecture. These guidelines were created to provide
guidance to homeowners, potential homeowners, community members
and architectural enthusiasts alike. Maintaining quality historic architecture can be seen as a daunting task, but many will agree that the payback is
reciprocated many times over. A stroll through the Heritage Hill neighborhood transports one to a time where even the most mundane detail was
thoughtfully and artfully executed.

Review the photographs
shown in this document. Not all nonhistoric images are of Burlington buildings, but were chosen to
illustrate “Appropriate” and “NOT Appropriate” approaches to design.
Note the green check marks to depict “recommended” treatments and
the red “x’s” to depict “NOT Recommended” approaches. Historic
images have not been marked but are for reference only. Take care to
read the text associated with each photograph. Few historic buildings
have everything right (or wrong) with them, so be aware of what is
being highlighted.

We encourage you to get to know this gem of a neighborhood to better
appreciate its unique qualities and architectural features. Share your love
of historic architecture with others to ensure this connection of the past is
never forgotten or taken for granted.

How do I use the Guidelines?
1. Read through the guidelines and become familiar with them.

✓

2. Identify areas that are applicable to your building. Do more research if
a particular topic is of importance to your building.
3. Apply the guidelines to your project. Determine what is right for your
project. Base your design decisions on the history of your building – such
as photographs and existing materials still remaining. Avoid creating a
“false past” for your building.

A hard copy of these guidelines is available at the Burlington Public Library and
electronically on the City of Burlington’s website.
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T

he objectives of these guidelines are to:

•
•
•
•

Encourage property owners to retain the visual and historical integrity of the district and the buildings within it.
Protect and enhance property values.
Aid in quality design decisions, based on the “Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.”
Aid in qualifying for financial incentives.

Consult the Burlington Historic Preservation Commission for
further assistance and instruction. The Commission’s goals and
purpose are to:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote the educational, cultural, economic and general
welfare of the public through the protection, recognition,
enhancement, and perpetuation of landmarks and districts
of historical and cultural significance.
Safeguard the city’s architectural, prehistoric, historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage by preserving landmarks and
districts of historic and cultural significance.
Promote reuse and recycling of both natural and man made
resources (as opposed to their replacement).
Stabilize and improve property values by conserving historic properties.
Foster pride in the legacy of beauty and achievements of the
past.
Protect and enhance the city’s attractions to tourists and
visitors and the support and stimulus to business thereby
provided.
Strengthen the economy of the city.
Promote the use of landmarks and districts of historic and
cultural significance as places for the education, pleasure
and welfare of the people of the city.
Establish a preservation plan to accomplish these goals.
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Finding the Guidelines useful if...

I’m a(n)...

Owner

HPC Member

Real Estate Agent

Developer or Contractor

FOR
SALE

I want to...

Review a
Certificate of
Appropriateness

Educate the
Public

Learn about
my home

Do work on
my home or
property

Promote
Heritage Hill
Historic
District

Understand
any limitations
for homes in
the District for
potential buyers

Promote
Heritage Hill
Historic
District

Build a new
structure in
the District.
or do work
on a District
property

Pages in the Guidelines that may be of interest...
6-7
9
13 - 27
33 - 59
61 - 70
75

6-7
10 - 31
33 - 59
61 - 70
76 - 98

10 - 13
76 - 92

6-7
9
14 - 31
33 - 59
61 - 70
75

10 - 13
76 - 92

6-7
9
14 - 31
33 - 59
61 - 70

10 - 13
76 - 92

6-7
9
14 - 31
33 - 59
61 - 70
75

I want to do work on my Heritage Hill property.
Is my property considered
historic by the City?

I don’t know...

Research the “Heritage Hill”
National Register of Historic
Places nomination form, available
at the Burlington Public Library
through the Historic Preservation
Commission or online at nps.gov.
or
Contact the Historic Preservation
Commission for assistance.

Yes

Proceed with work;
reference these
guidelines for tips
for non-historic
projects!

Provide the following info:
1. Complete description of proposed
exterior rehab work with
drawings & dimensions.
2. One set of 4” x 6” photos showing
all elevations.
3. Photocopy(s) of historic photo(s)
showing exterior property, or
other documentation of building’s
original appearance.

If not
historic...
If historic...

W

https://library.municode.com/IA/Burlington

Consult these guidelines for helpful
tips for your historic property.

Fill out a Certificate of
Appropriateness form, available
on the Historic Preservation
Commission’s website.

No

ondering if your project needs to go through the Certificate of Appropriateness
process? Check out Chapter 25 of the Burlington Code of Ordinances. If a
property is within the Heritage Hill Historic District, any acts of alteration, demolition,
new construction, or relocations that are visible from the street right-of-way require a
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission. This does not
apply to interior renovations or ordinary maintenance. If you have a question on whether
or not your project requires a Certificate of Appropriateness, please contact the Planning
Department. The City Code can be found online at:

Now what?

Work
Denied

Make changes
based on
recommendations
found in these
guidelines &
resubmit.

APPEAL

Work
Approved
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Burlington History

S

ho-quo-quon (Land of Peace) was the name given by the
Sac and Fox Indians to an area of land on the west side
of the Mississippi River between the outlets of the Iowa and
Des Moines rivers. When settlers from the east entered those
lands following the Black Hawk War, the name Burlington
was given by John Gray, an early settler from Vermont, to
a small town site established south of the mouth of Flint
Creek.
The city had also been variously known as Flint Hills,
Orchard City, and, rather derisively, Catfish Bend, depending on the viewpoints of the observers, but the small
town grew quickly. Businesses and homes were built
close to the Mississippi to take advantage of the commercial possibilities offered by river transportation and
for the ease of transporting the supplies carried along
the watery highway by steamboats and ferries.
As the merchants and tradesmen prospered,
they sought to move away from the bank of the river
because of the disease and stench that was associated with
living without sanitation. Burlington expanded along the
creeks and up the hills to the west. When it was originally
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platted in the early 1830s, the city map
was bounded by North Street, South
Street and Boundary Street (now Central
Avenue) on the west. The primary area
of trade was along Front and Main Streets
and on two or three blocks going west on Jefferson Street.
Because of the crowded and primitive conditions
in the settlement along the river, Burlington experienced some early and disastrous fires. In 1837, the new
capitol building for the Iowa Territory burned during the night following the ball celebrating its completion. Legislative sessions were then
moved to the Zion Church building which housed the legislature until
the seat of government was moved from Burlington to a more central
location for the territory in Iowa City in 1841.
Despite the set-backs of fire (a riverfront fire in 1873 burned
most of the commercial district) and disease (cholera was epidemic
around 1850), Burlington continued to prosper and grow. The merchants
provided supplies to many people who were seeking better lives in newly
opened western lands, and entrepreneurs took advantage of the growing
population by doing everything from butchering and packing pork to

concocting patent medicines. A number
of businessmen became extremely
wealthy by milling, processing, and
selling the timber that had been floated
down the Mississippi from Wisconsin and
Minnesota where a great deal of logging was
taking place. Wagon and furniture makers
became prosperous as well. Brick makers, quarry
men, and masons took advantage of the losses of frame
structures to fire and helped create a more permanent
and substantial-looking streetscape. Hotels provided refuge and
sustenance to travelers who might stay a night, a week, or even longer.
Burlington’s unique geographic location made it a good place
for people to settle for a few years, later to be lured further west by the
potentials of “free” land or gold. This allowed Burlington to become an
excellent retail hub. The population of the county had reached 40,000
by 1900, and it has remained near that level since that time. Twentyfirst century Burlington reflects its history in its position as a retail hub
for southeast Iowa, its manufacturing and hospitality industries, and the
outstanding variety of architectural styles that can be found both in its
commercial districts and its neighborhoods.
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The History of Heritage Hill

F

ollowing a survey of historic sites in Burlington, completed by the
State of Iowa in 1977, work was begun to nominate the Heritage Hill
Historic District for inclusion on the National Park Service’s listing of
historic places. When the listing was approved in 1982, there were 141
properties listed in the area roughly bounded by Eighth Street on the
west, Washington Street on the south, Fourth Street on the east, and the
Highway 34 corridor on the north. These boundaries were established
to keep the district residential in nature (with the exception of a number
of imposing church buildings).
The Heritage Hill area is composed of buildings of a variety of
architectural periods and styles located on the steep elevations of the
area. Generally, the houses were built near the fronts of the lots to allow
room for out-buildings such as stables and barns in the rear and along the
alleys. Styles are varied and include Queen Anne, Victorian, Georgian,
Neoclassical, and Mission Revival.
The engineering challenges of building on the limestone terrain
resulted in the construction of many limestone curbstones, foundations,
and retaining walls which add to the architectural texture of the
neighborhood. According to the nomination form (which can be found
in print at the Burlington Public Library or digitally on the Burlington
Historic Preservation Commission web site), there are only 14 residences
“located on relatively level lots with no walls or terraces.”
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Heritage Hill Map
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The boundaries for the
Heritage Hill Historic
District are roughly High
Street and Washington
Street on the north-south
boundaries, and North
Central Avenue and North
4th Street on the east-west
boundaries, with a few
structures beyond this.
This district was listed on
the National Register of
Historic Places in 1982.
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National Park Service - Treatment Definitions
The National Park Service defines four treatment approaches
for historic buildings. The following approaches are in hierarchical order:

Definitions
Treatment Definitions
There are many terms that are used
for work on historic buildings.
It is important to understand
the difference of each treatment
and to use these terms correctly.
Definitions of the four major
treatments as described by the
National Park Service are listed
to the right. Other terms you
might encounter that may not
be appropriate for your type of
project:
Conservation: The repairing of
existing historic construction
materials by stabilizing and
consolidating the damage, instead
of removing and replacing the
material with new. For example, a
severely rotted wood window sill might be left in place and injected with a glue,
rather than being removed and replaced. This term may also refer to the cleaning
and repair of fine art, such as paintings and sculptures.
Renovation or Remodel: The work taking place to repair or modernize existing
buildings while ignoring or disregarding any historic features or significance. The
results may be inappropriate and irreversible. These terms are not found in the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.
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Preservation: Places a high premium on the retention of all
historic fabric through conservation, maintenance and repair.
It reflects a building’s continuum over time, through successive
occupancies, and the respectful changes and alterations that
are made. For example, maintaining an historic library in its
original design and materials through regular maintenance and
repair.
Rehabilitation: The most common treatment, rehabilitation is defined by the National Park Service as “the
act or process of making possible a compatible use for a
property through repair, alterations, and additions while
preserving those portions or features which convey its
historical, cultural, or architectural values.” For example:
Taking an old warehouse and converting it into apartments while keeping the historic fabric intact as much as
possible. Similar to “adaptive reuse.”

Restoration: Focuses on the retention of materials from the
most significant time in a property’s history, while permitting
the removal of materials from other periods. For example:
Removing a metal slipcover that covers a nineteenth century
storefront and repairing and replicating missing and damaged
elements.
Reconstruction: Recreation of a non-surviving site, landscape,
building, structure or object in all new materials. For example:
Rebuilding an historic residence from building plans with new
materials at a place where the structure no longer exists.
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Standards for Rehabilitation

T

he guidelines established in this document follow the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The standards are intended to be a
guide to building owners, architects, contractors and project reviewers prior
to work being initiated.
The “Standards” do not offer technical advice, but rather outline important considerations to keep in mind and follow when planning a project involving a historic
property.
The “Standards” define rehabilitation as the act or process of making possible a
compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. Following the “Standards” is a key step to ensuring the preservation
of any historic district.
Read through the following pages to gain a better understanding of how the
Standards can apply to your property.
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Standards for Rehabilitation
< A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use
that requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building
and its site and environment.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
To maintain its historic integrity, the best use of a building is
to maintain its original use as this requires minimal change
to the historic fabric. When it is not feasible or desired to
continue using the building for its intended use, the ideal solution is to use the building in a manner that closely resembles the original use and minimize the need for alterations.
>EXAMPLE
The Des Moines County Heritage Center Museum in Burlington at the northeast corner of Fourth and Columbia is a
good example of the proper reuse of a building. The original
building, opened in 1898 as the Burlington Public Library,
lends itself well to its new purpose: a county museum. Major interior alterations were unnecessary, and the exterior remains virtually the same. Additionally, both uses are for the
civic good of the community.
HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Any proposed reuse of a building that requires significant changes (especially to the exterior) should be avoided. The loss of historic fabric
is irreversible and should be avoided if at all possible. Consider a sensitive addition to a secondary elevation rather than extensive removal
or alteration to the building’s facade if additional space is required.

16

> The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.
The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that
characterize a property shall be avoided.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Features unique to the building are an important aspect of the overall historic integrity of
the building. If too many features are removed,
damaged, or covered up, the building will lose
its historic qualities and historic designation.
<EXAMPLE
This home has had numerous changes over the
years, including: likely removing the porch and
other decorative features, replacing the siding
and roofing with an inappropriate style and material, and replacing the windows. The only clue
that allows one to know it is historic is its unique
roof shape. This home would no longer be considered historic.
HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Removal of character defining features should not be allowed. Additionally, replacing materials with new materials that are deemed inappropriate should also be avoided. Review these guidelines for more information on what materials and approaches are appropriate and
inappropriate.
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Standards for Rehabilitation
< Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place,
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as
adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings,
shall not be undertaken.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
In the same way a journal from long ago tells a first account history of a specific time, historic homes are also
records of the past. It is important to maintain an accurate
historical account and to avoid creating a “false history”
that tells a story that isn’t true.
< EXAMPLE
Though beautiful in appearance, this proposed apartment
building uses numerous historic precedents and makes an
attempt at being an old building. To the average passerby
the age and history of this building could be confusing.
HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Projects that propose using elements from other historic buildings should be reviewed with caution. If the elements being reused were selected due to the fact that they match missing or damaged pieces in all aspects, the work should likely be approved. However, if the elements
being used are simply being used because they are “old,” a more critical eye should be used. It should be determined whether or not the
elements are appropriate for the building – are they of the same period, craftsmanship and material of the building? Additionally, any new
work that is being proposed should not appear to be creating something that was original to the building or historic, as seen in this example.
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> Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired
historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
As technology advances and our culture adapts, so do our homes. Remodeling and expanding are common in residences over the years.
Often times these additions or remodels add to the important history
of the home. These changes should be carefully considered to determine if they should be maintained if a rehabilitation is underway.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
If a project proposes the removal of part of the building,
carefully consider the effect on the rest of the structure.
Researching the building’s history can reveal unique
and important aspects of the design and may explain the
development of the construction and design. Is the portion
being removed historically significant in its own right? Does
it tell a story of the history of the building? If the proposed
areas to be removed were constructed during the Period of
Significance, extra thought should go into any proposed
changes. Important to keep in mind, however, is the fact
that just because something is “old” doesn’t necessarily
mean it is significant and should be kept. Additionally, just
because something is in poor condition does not mean it
cannot be salvaged.

v EXAMPLE
The design of this home may appear unusual, but some
research into its history will likely reveal the purpose
of the significant change. The changes seen here are
architecturally significant and should not be removed
just because one area is not original.

Heritage Hill Historic District - Residential Design Guidelines

Standards for Rehabilitation
< Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a historic property shall be preserved.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Historic homes are excellent examples of the quality of craftsmanship that was once common
in trades such as carpentry, masonry and plaster work. Every effort should be taken to maintain any remaining examples of such work.

< > EXAMPLES
The Heritage Hill Historic District
is full of unique examples of craftsmanship. These details shown here
are just a few examples of those
components that are specific to
Heritage Hill and should be maintained to keep its historic integrity.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Distinctive and character defining features should not be damaged, removed or replaced. If
a feature shows signs of damage, it should be repaired rather than replaced. Any project that
proposes removing one of these features should not be approved. If these items are being removed in order to add on to the building, homeowners should consider a design that does not
require any damage to existing features.
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> Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature,
the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual
qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features
shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
To maintain the historic integrity of an historic
property it is important to take care in the replacement of any materials that need repair.
Every effort should be taken to repair rather
than replace. If repair is not feasible, detailed
documentation of the historic fabric should be
done for future possible work.
> EXAMPLE
When it comes to “remodeling,”
building owners often come across
components that appear to be in a
state of deterioration beyond repair.
Before making the choice to toss it
out, do some research. Many products on the market can make some
architectural components as good
as new. Wood epoxy products, for
example, allow features like this
column to be completely restored.
Wood windows, porch balustrades
and other significant features can
benefit from these products as well.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Historic buildings are often neglected for years on end or do not receive the proper cyclical maintenance that they require. Therefore, deterioration is often an issue. If significant
or character defining features are being proposed to be removed due to deterioration, a
closer look may need to be taken. Many features can be repaired if the right craftsman is
found. Many of these features are unique and irreplaceable; once they are lost they are no
longer recoverable. If the feature has been determined beyond repair, careful documentation of the feature should be recorded and kept as a record for the building’s history.
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Standards for Rehabilitation
< Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage
to historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Building materials are susceptible to damage not only by natural occurrences
such as wind and rain, but also to human interference - even when intentions are
good. Research should be done to determine the appropriate cleaning method for
the existing building material to avoid irreversible damage.

< EXAMPLE
The use of sandblasting (and inappropriate mortar) has caused major damage to
this masonry wall. Sandblasting removes the outer, protective layer of the brick,
exposing the softer interior which deteriorates quickly. Additionally, mortar that
was harder than the bricks was used, causing the bricks to sacrifice themselves
rather than the mortar (which is meant to be the sacrificial component). Replacing these units is the only solution in a case such as this.
HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Any maintenance projects that are being proposed should be carried out in a careful and deliberate manner. Hiring qualified craftsmen is a
good place to start to ensure that proper techniques are used. If masonry work is being performed, a limestone putty based mortar should
be used unless a mortar analysis test proves that the original mortar was of a different makeup. Any cleaning projects should avoid harsh
chemicals. Numerous Preservation Briefs cover these topics and should be consulted.
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> Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected
and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall
be undertaken.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Because of the activity that has occurred over the decades that historic
homes have existed, it is entirely possible that any amount of digging could
uncover archaeological resources that could shed some light on the history
of the home. Any work that requires excavation should be done carefully
and any notable findings should be documented.
Mitigation efforts can be considered when removal of a property appears to
be the only solution. Mitigation efforts can help offset the loss of damaged
historic properties.
<EXAMPLE #1 - Archaeological Undertakings
A new addition to the Flynn Mansion at Living History Farms in Urbandale, Iowa revealed artifacts from the 19th Century. Careful excavation was
performed to document the findings.
EXAMPLE #2 - The Mitigation Approach
After the floods of 2008, numerous historic homes in Cedar Rapids, Iowa
were demolished. To mitigate these losses, “Historic Structure Reports”
were commissioned to document the histories of four architecturally or
culturally significant buildings that remained.
HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
If a planned project includes any excavation, approach the Burlington Historic Preservation Commission to understand what steps could (or
should) be taken. Any discoveries made during an excavation may provide additional information to add to the history of the District, and
to the larger community as a whole.
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Standards for Rehabilitation
< New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall
be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property
and its environment.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Maintaining the historic form and scale of an historic home is important to both individual homes
and the neighborhood as a whole. If a new addition is proposed, careful attention to these features
should be considered. Work should also be done in a way so as to not damage any historic fabric.
< EXAMPLE
The need for a new elevator required an exterior addition to prevent demolition of the interior
structure. The solution here was to clad the addition in metal panels which reflect the industrial
use of the building and do not detract from the historic masonry of the original building.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS STANDARD
Any proposed work should not damage, remove, or substantially obscure the historic building.
Additions should be set back from the original building, and ideally should be on a secondary or
other non-principal elevation. Materials should be compatible, but in most cases should not match
the original building. Ensuring that the addition does not appear to be an original portion of the
building is essential, as creating false histories goes against the Standards. Details such as scale,
rhythm and massing should also be compatible with the original building.
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> New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential
form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be
unimpaired.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
This Standard is a companion to Standard #9. Should any work be proposed to an historic home, it should be “reversible” so that in
the future it could be undone and the original home would remain intact.
> EXAMPLE
The former Spaulding factory in Grinnell, Iowa was repurposed in the early 2000s. The insertion of the glass atrium allowed the space
between the two buildings to become usable space as well as allowing a location for connections between the various levels. Removal
of portions of the existing building were extremely minimal, providing the opportunity for the building to “go back to its original look”
should that need arise in the future.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT
THIS STANDARD
Any proposed work should not negatively
affect the original building. Any additions
proposed should not jeopardize the historic integrity of the building. A successful
addition is one that could be removed at
a future date and would leave the original
building completely intact. Work that proposes removing portions of the building
should be avoided.
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What is Historic?

T

he Period of Significance is a time when a property, neighborhood or district was associated with important events, activities, or persons, or
when it attained the significance which qualify it for historic designation. For many towns, this is a time of accelerated civic growth and improvement, demonstrated with the development of an expanded downtown commercial district, evidenced with construction activity, resulting in the architecture seen today. Each nomination to the National Register of Historic Places defines this period for the property or properties named. Buildings that
were constructed or existing during the Period of Significance are generally considered historic if they retain sufficient integrity.
Buildings constructed within the last 50 years are generally not considered historic… yet. This date is a moving target. Some exceptions have been made
to this rule. However, just because a building is 50 years old does not automatically make it “historic.”
Loss of historic character or materials, sometimes referred to as the historic “fabric” may cause the building to lose its historic designation or ability to
be deemed historic. For example, a building built within the period of significance, yet heavily altered since that time (the exterior materials or elements
removed and the interior gutted and rebuilt) may no longer be considered historic. In an historic district, this type of building may be designated as
“non-contributing” to the district. The alterations may cause people walking by it may not to even recognize that it was actually built long ago.
Each building has a set of character defining features. These design features include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

shape (form)
roof
openings (windows and doors)
projections
trim and secondary features
overall materials
setting
close range materials
craft details
individually important spaces, related spaces and sequence of spaces
interior features
surface materials and finishes
exposed structure

For more information on character defining feature, see page 6.
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✓

D

ifferent buildings will have different scopes
and sets of features. The condition and
completeness of these features help determine the
level of historic integrity for each building; the
building cannot be historic with the loss of many
of these features.
The National Register has four criteria that
buildings and districts can be nominated
under: A) Associated with important events;
B) Associated with significant persons;
C) Exemplify an architectural or design
significance; D) Have provided (or could
provide) important information in history/
prehistory. Consult the publications of
the National Register of Historic places for
further information.

X

Some building alterations may “acquire”
significance, however. For example, a building
built in 1900 and altered in the 1930s with an Art
Deco design, during the period of significance,
may still be significant. This remodel, which is
now considered historic by National Register
standards, has very likely acquired its own
significance and prominence in the district.
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W

ork done on buildings that are not a part of
the Heritage Hill Historic District - whether
they are outside of the District’s boundary, or if they
are simply deemed ‘non- contributing’ - can still make
changes in an effort to improve the overall visual
appeal for the district. Consider some of the following
recommendations:
•

Ensure that any work done to non-contributing
buildings does not detract from or diminish the
historic character of the overall district or adjacent
buildings.

•

Consider compatible paint colors to the historic
district.

•

Do not attempt to create a false appearance of a
historic building.

•

Consider designs that are compatible in size and
material to the surrounding district.

•

Keep designs simple and complimentary to the
District. Do not try to create a false sense of
history by recreating historic features on a nonhistoric building.

•

To determine whether a building is considered
contributing to the historic district, look at
the district nomination available through the
Burlington Historic Preservation Commission
or contact the State Historic Preservation Office
[SHPO].
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Common Elements in Heritage Hill

T

he majority of homes in the Heritage Hill Historic District were built in the latter half of the 19th
century. Various architectural styles are represented, all of which were popular throughout the
country during this time. Many fine examples of these styles can be found within the District, featuring exceptional architectural features and craftsmanship. Sizes range from small, vernacular homes
to impressive mansions. While a wide variety of styles can be found and a range of sizes exist, the vast
majority of structures are two-story, single-family homes.
Throughout the District, common elements can be seen featured on most homes. Elements such as
large, decorative cornices, heavy window hoods, impressive chimneys and porches are popular from
home to home. The importance of the quality and quantity of these features increase the beauty of
the Heritage Hill Historic District and are important to maintain in order to preserve the allure the
District offers the surrounding community.
Each element that is significant to the building is important to maintain and preserve. Homes built
today do not feature the same type of craftsmanship or materials. They illustrate and help us understand the type of lifestyles the original homeowners lived. Each element had a purpose - whether it
was structural, to increase comfort of the occupants, or to simply make a statement to neighbors and
guests. Research your home, its style and its construction and you will likely have a deeper understanding of life in the 19th century.
These Guidelines were created to help homeowners identify and maintain these important features.
Whether you are an owner of a home within the Heritage Hill Historic District, or perhaps outside
its boundaries, these Guidelines can aid the care of your historic home, as well as help guide you to
make wise decisions on any proposed work. Historic architecture helps tell the story of America, and
without fine examples like Heritage Hill, this piece of American history would be lost.
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Belvedere
Cornice
Bracketed
Windows
2 over 2 Double
Hung Windows
Window Sill
Pediments
Fanlight
Covered Porch
Balcony
Raised Entrance
Lower Level
Windows
Retaining Wall
& Steps
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Character Defining Features:

Neighborhood:

Character defining features are the
important elements of a building that
define its style.

The neighborhood as a whole is an
important feature of any historic
district. Maintaining the overall
feel, form, rhythm and scale of a
neighborhood is key to maintaining its historic integrity.

Form:

The overall form is an important part of
any piece of architecture. This can be
the first clue as to the use of the building, its age and style.

Retaining Wall

Retaining walls are found throughout the Heritage Hill Historic District and are a character-defining
feature; they reflect the unique
topography of the District.

Entry:

The entry into a home is an important
feature, which calls for careful efforts
to maintain it. This is the visitor’s first
physical contact with the building and
is a key visual feature as well.

Streetscape:

The uniqueness of the Heritage Hill streetscape is what sets it apart
from other historic districts in the country. It is important to maintain the individual elements that make up this streetscape, from
cobblestone alleys to site drainage features.

29
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Repairs & Replacement Materials
#4 - Roofing for Historic Buildings
#7 - The Preservation of Historic Glazed
Architectural Terra-Cotta

H

istoric buildings use many construction materials that are no longer commonly used. Even
materials such as masonry and stone, which are still
popular today can pose a challenge to those working on historic rehabilitation projects due to changing techniques and applications. Building owners should take care to research proper techniques
when it comes to maintenance and repair of their
building’s materials. Hiring craftsmen and contractors that are capable and knowledgeable of historic
building materials is key to a successful project.

It is important to note that repair should always be the first choice
when working on an historic material. Only when the material is
beyond repair should replacement materials be considered.
Many of the National Park Service’s Preservation
Briefs have been noted throughout these guidelines.
Following are a few additional Briefs that focus on
common historic building materials that could be
found in the Heritage Hill Historic District.

#8 - Aluminum and Vinyl Siding
on Historic Buildings: The
Appropriateness of Substitute
Materials for Resurfacing Historic
Wood Frame Buildings
#15 -Preservation of Historic Concrete
#19 - The Repair and Replacement of
Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs
#22 - The Preservation and Repair of
Historic Stucco
#27 - The Maintenance and Repair of
Architectural Cast Iron
#29 - The Repair, Replacement, and
Maintenance of Historic Slate Roofs
#30 - The Preservation and Repair of
Historic Clay Tile Roofs
#33 - The Preservation and Repair of
Historic Stained and Leaded Glass
#42 - The Maintenance, Repair and
Replacement of Historic Cast Stone
Briefs can be found at www.nps.gov/tps

30

H

istoric or traditional building materials should always be
used in lieu of new, substitute materials when possible.
The compatibility of modern materials with historic materials
that have been exposed to the elements for decades is something that may be unable to be determined. The long term
performance of new materials is often uncertain. Care should
be taken to match physical properties in an effort not only to
provide an aesthetically pleasing end result, but also one that
will last for many years to come. There are, of course, special
circumstances where it is not possible to use historic materials.
For example:
o The unavailability of historic materials
o The unavailability of skilled craftsmen
o Inherent flaws in the original materials
o Code-required changes
Preservation Brief #16 - The Use of Substitute Materials on
Historic Building Exteriors highlights many commonly used
substitute materials. This Brief also covers application, advantages, disadvantages and a checklist of items to consider when
using the material. Materials highlighted in this Brief are:
o Cast Aluminum
o Cast Stone (dry tamped)
o Glass Fiber Reinforced Concretes (GFRC)
o Precast Concrete
o Fiber Reinforced Polymers (FRP, Fiberglass)
o Epoxies (Epoxy Concretes, Polymer Concretes)
It is critical to do careful research when using new materials.
A poor choice or application could become a costly mistake.
New materials should only be used as a last resort.

HISTORIC OR
CURRENT
MATERIALS
Wood Shingles

EXAMPLE(S) OF
APPROPRIATE SUBSTITUTE
BUILDING MATERIAL
Recycled rubber tiles with
wood shingle appearance,
asphalt shingles.

EXAMPLE(S) OF
NON-APPROPRIATE
SUBSTITUTE MATERIAL

WHY ARE THESE MATERIALS INAPPROPRIATE?

Standing seam or ribbed metal
roof.

These materials offer a different aesthetic appearance from that of
the original roofing.

Metal or asphalt shingles

Asphalt shingles offer a different aesthetic appearance from that of clay
tiles. The lifespan of asphalt shingles is greatly reduced as well.

Clay Tile

Recycled rubber tiles in the
same shape as the original tile.

Copper or other
metal

Prefinished aluminum membrane roof with applied ribs.

Asphalt Shingles

Asphalt shingles offer a different aesthetic appearance from that of
metal. The lifespan of asphalt shingles is also much lower.

Slate Tile

Recycled rubber tiles in the
same shape as the original tile.

Asphalt Shingles

Asphalt shingles offer a different aesthetic appearance from that of slate
tiles. The lifespan of asphalt shingles is also much lower.

Wood Lap Siding

Wood lap siding or fiber cement board siding (smooth
finish).

Vinyl, steel or aluminum siding;
masonry or veneer masonry;
stucco or other plaster product.

These materials offer a different aesthetic appearance from that of
the original building, are not paintable and are more difficult to
make repairs.

Brick

Salvaged Brick

“Thin” Brick

“Thin” brick does not offer the same durability or appearance as
regular masonry units.

Stone

Cast Stone, Salvaged Stone

EIFS (Exterior Insulation and
Finish System)

EIFS does not offer the durability that is important in maintaining
historic architecture.

Stucco

Stucco or cement board with
stucco finish.

EIFS (Exterior insulation and
finish system)

EIFS does not offer the durability that is important in maintaining
historic architecture.

Wood

Wood

Vinyl, Steel, Metal Clad or
Fiberglass

Vinyl windows are not a long term solution, cannot be painted and
come in a very limited color palette.

Steel

Aluminum

Vinyl or Fiberglass

Vinyl windows are not a long term solution and do not come with
the same profiles that would be found in a steel window.

Steel (only if
original)

Steel or Aluminum

Wood or Hollow Core Wood

Appearance and durability must be considered.

Wood

Solid wood, or high-quality
fiberglass, painted, with traditional panels/glass

Aluminum, hollow metal, or
hollow core wood

Metal doors do not offer the same aesthetic quality; hollow core
wood is not durable for exterior use.

Brick or

Brick or Clay Tile

Exposed concrete masonry
units (CMU) or exposed
poured in place concrete.

CMU introduces a non-traditional material to the existing design.

Stone or Cast Stone

Exposed concrete masonry
units (CMU) or exposed
poured in place concrete.

CMU introduces a non-traditional material to the existing design.

Clay Tile
Stone
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Guidelines for

Architectural Elements
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Architectural Elements

Masonry
RECOMMENDATIONS:

N

early all historic buildings, including historic homes, have some form of masonry:
brick, stone, terra cotta or concrete block. Paying attention to the composition of the mortar is
critical to retain not only the visual appearance
of the building, but also its structural integrity.
Repointing is often required in order to extend the
life of the masonry. This process involves the removal of deteriorated mortar and replacing it with mortar that is appropriate for the specific masonry used.

•

Masonry mortar joints should be repaired when there is evidence of disintegrating mortar, cracks
in joints, loose bricks, damp walls or evidence of moisture damage on the interior, such as damaged
plaster.

•

Deteriorated mortar should be removed by hand-raking (not power tools), thus avoiding damage to
the masonry.

•

New mortar should match the old mortar in strength, composition, color, texture, joint width and
profile. A mortar analysis should be performed to verify the proper mortar to be used.

•

A mortar analysis should be performed to determine the appropriate mortar composition. Inappropriate mortar is not only visually unappealing, but can also cause permanent damage to the masonry.
Mortar analysis play a crucial role in a successful masonry project and can be performed relatively
inexpensively. Contact the Burlington Historic Preservation Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office or do an internet search for recommended professionals and additional information.

•

It is important for the new mortar to provide the proper
balance of strength and flexibility to the masonry. The
compressive strength of the new mortar must be softer
than the masonry units being repointed. The new
mortar’s vapor permeability must also be greater than
the masonry units to prevent damage to the masonry.

•

The sand used in the new mortar must match the sand
in the historic masonry. Doing so will help ensure
that the color and texture of the new mortar will look
similar to the historic mortar.

34

Did you know?
The terms “tuck pointing” and “repointing”
are often incorrectly, interchangeably used.
“Tuck pointing” is the process of applying
a raised, decorative treatment of mortar on
top of flush mortar joints. “Repointing” is
the method of removing deteriorated mortar
so that new mortar can be applied.
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M

ortar is an important part of a masonry building. Without proper installation and care, mortar can deteriorate,
leading to masonry problems which in turn can cause issues on
the interior. An expertly done repointing job will save money
for building owners in the future. Sandblasting is NOT an
appropriate method of cleaning masonry and will remove the
protective layer of the masonry units - causing them to erode.
The correct ratio of ingredients is also key to a properly done
mortar application. Not only can the wrong recipe create an
unappealing look, it can also be damaging to the masonry.

For more information, see Preservation Brief #2 Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings
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Architectural Elements

✓

Chimneys
Why is this feature important?
In an era before central heating and cooling, chimneys were an important part of any home - large or small.
Homes in the Heritage Hill Historic District were substantial in size and therefore had extensive heating
needs. Architects, designers, masons and owners took this opportunity to turn a necessary feature into a
visually appealing part of the overall design. In today’s homes, fireplaces are considered a luxury rather
than a necessity. With the availability of gas fireplaces, large massive chimneys are no longer needed.
Because of this change in technology the chimneys of the Heritage Hill Historic District are important to
maintain as they define a specific era of domestic architectural history.

It’s All in the Details..
•

If a chimney needs to be
taken down and rebuilt due
to structural or other issues,
be sure to document the existing chimney. Corbelling
and other decorative features are important to maintain.

Heritage Hill Details
•

Note how the chimneys in
these Heritage Hill photographs add to the historic
quality of these homes.
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✓

Appropriate
•
•

Maintain existing chimneys, including unique
decorative elements (as seen below). Check
regularly for cracks or other signs of problems.
Hire someone with skills in historic masonry to
ensure the proper use of materials if repairs are
necessary.

✓

NOT Appropriate
•
•

Removing chimneys or decorative elements
that are part of the chimney (photo, below).
Making repairs with improper mortar or other
materials.

X
Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•
•

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#1 - C
 leaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings
#2 - R
 epointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings

#6 - Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings
#7 - The Preservation of Historic Glazed Architectural Terra-Cotta
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Regularly check chimneys for maintenance issues such as
cracks or evidence of bird habitation.
Have chimneys regularly cleaned and inspected to ensure
safety for your home.
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Architectural Elements

✓

Roofs, Cornices & Parapets
Why is this feature important?
Roofs are an important visual feature on any building. The shape of a home is often a clue as to its style
of architecture and contributes to its character. Because of this, it is important to never alter the shape of
the roof.
Cornices and parapets are important supporting cast members
of a roof. Some roof styles and shapes do not feature cornices
or parapets, but for those that do, they are important visual
characters of the building. Whether plain or decorative, cornices cast shadow lines on the building, providing another level
of detail that adds to the overall effect of the design.

It’s All in the Details..
•

✓

Because roofs have such high visibility, it is important to
pay careful attention to all of the details that encompass
them. Material selection is crucial. Historic roofs were
often made of extremely durable materials such as slate
or clay tile. Others may have had wood shingles. While
some of these materials may no longer be appropriate (for Heritage Hill Details
example, wood shingles may be considered too combus- • The shape and form of the roof is an
important feature for determining
tible, or perhaps a home’s structure was underdesigned to
the style of architecture, whether a
withstand the weight of heavy slate tiles) many new mastately 19th century Queen Anne
terials offer similar appearances and would be appropriate
(left) or a Colonial inspired home
should replacement be necessary.
with gambrel roof (above).
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Appropriate
•
•

NOT Appropriate

Maintain any historic roof forms.
Mimic the roof slopes of similar, historic structures if building a new, secondary structure or
addition.
Maintain gutters and downspouts, keeping
them clear of leaves and other debris.

•

Photo, below: Consider the uniqueness of the roof
material of this Heritage Hill home. This clay tile
is a character defining feature. To replace it with an
inappropriate material would jeopardize the historic
integrity of the home and have a negative impact on
the District as well.

•

•

X

•

•

Altering the slope of the roof - either to increase
or decrease the slope, or adding dormers.
(Photo, below.)
“Building up” the roof of a flat roof in a way that
is visible. (Photo, right.) If drainage is an issue,
consider a solution that does not detract from
the building.
Using materials that offer a completely different
appearance.
Replacing gutters or downspouts with non-historic shapes or sizes, or increasing the visibility
of the gutters or downspouts.

✓

X

•

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#4 - Roofing for Historic Buildings
#16 - Th
 e Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors
#19 - Th
 e Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs

Maintenance - Considerations & Tips

#29 - The Repair, Replacement, and Maintenance of Historic Slate Roofs
#30 - The Preservation and Repair of Historic Clay Tile Roofs
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Well maintained gutters and downspouts are the first line
of defense for alleviating water problems in historic buildings. Make sure to regularly check for blockage causing
overflows, loose pieces causing improper drainage and
holes and other issues that will reduce the effectiveness of
your system!
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Architectural Elements

Walls
Why is this feature important?
Along with the roof, walls are an essential part of any building to create a habitable space. The size, shape
and material of a home’s walls offer evidence of the history of the building. The quality of materials and the
type and amount of decoration allow the viewer to understand the social status of the original occupant.
It is important to maintain these features to maintain the overall scale and forms of not only the individual
building, but for the neighborhood as well.

X
It’s All in the Details..
•

•

Replicating the size of existing materials is essential
to maintaining the historic look of your home or
building. Standard sizes in some materials may not
be appropriate for your project.
Using the correct mortar is essential to any masonry
repair. Have a mortar analysis done if you are unsure about the type of mortar used.

(Opposite page) This house’s use of siding with a larger
dimension greatly alters the look of the home.
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X
NOT Appropriate

Appropriate
•
•

Use appropriate mortar for masonry walls, and
appropriate materials for any repairs.
Replicate details such as siding dimensions or
masonry unit sizes.

•
•
•
•
•

✓

Using improper materials. (See Pages 30-31)
Allowing biological growth to flourish on historic walls.
Exposing walls that were not originally intended to be exposed (i.e. removing plaster from an
exterior brick wall).
Painting materials such as brick or stone that
were not originally painted.
Infilling walls that were not intended to be full
walls.

X
Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
• Remove biological growth (such as vines) to prevent damage to exterior walls.
• Check regularly for maintenance issues such as cracks
or settling, evidence of pest infestation or peeling paint.
Repairs are less costly than replacement!

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:

#1 - Cleaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings #10 - Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
#2 - R
 epointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings
#16 - The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors
#6 - D
 angers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings
#22 - The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stucco
#8 - Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on Historic Buildings: The Appropriateness
of Substitute Materials for Resurfacing Historic Wood Frame Buildings
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Architectural Elements

Foundations
Why is this feature important?
The term “foundation” is commonly used in conversations outside of architecture. This is because a foundation is such an important part of many things around us. The material and quality of a building’s foundation can vary greatly, but one thing is the same: a building’s foundation is essential. The foundation may
not be highly visible, especially from the public right of way, but it is an essential piece of the building’s
ability to live on for the next generation.

It’s All in the Details..
•
•

•

Decorative mortar joints were sometimes used; be sure to
document and replicate any unique joint profiles, like the
one shown on this Heritage Hill wall (photo, right).
Not all water proofing materials are created equal. Be sure to research any product that you might consider using on your
foundation or basement walls. Be sure it is
appropriate to your building. Some products may simply trap water in other areas,
causing even more problems elsewhere. If
you are unsure about a product, consult
the manufacturer for its proper use or get
an expert’s opinion.
Read through the National Park Service’s
Preservation Briefs for additional information.
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Appropriate

NOT Appropriate

•
•
•
•

•
•

Properly maintaining existing materials.
Research appropriate water-proofing techniques.
Maintain your gutter system.
If repairs or replacement of any portion is necessary, choose appropriate materials that are compatible with your home’s existing materials.

•

Exposing foundation not originally exposed.
Replacing materials that are not suitable for the
building (photo, below).
Planting too much vegetation (trees and shrubs)
close to the foundation that can lead to future
damage.

✓

X
Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•
•

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#1 - C
 leaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings
#2 - R
 epointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings
#15 - P reservation of Historic Concrete
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Check regularly for maintenance issues such as cracks or
settling. Repairs are less costly than replacement!
Keep an eye on your water drainage system. Make sure
gutters and downspouts are clear so that water is expelled
away from the building. Not only are clog-free downspouts essential, but be sure that they are draining water
away from the foundation, and not simply allowing it to
pool close by.
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Architectural Elements

✓

Doors
Why is this feature important?
A home’s door is one of the first architectural features that a person experiences. Whether viewing from
the street or turning the knob and stepping over the threshold, a door’s appearance and historic appropriateness have an important impact on the overall image of the building and experience.

It’s All in the Details..
•

Research the door styles that were available during
the construction of your home or building to ensure an appropriate replacement if one is needed.
Numerous pattern books are available (both reproductions and scans) through book stores, libraries
or online resources.

It’s All in the Details: Storm Doors..
•

Storm doors are a good way to protect the historic
fabric of an historic property and to increase the interior comfort on a balmy day. Be sure to determine
what style of storm door would be appropriate for
your property - nothing should detract from the
overall facade or damage historic materials during
installation. Wood storm doors are most likely the
most appropriate option for homes in the Heritage
Hill Historic District.
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X

✓

•
•

X

✓

Appropriate
Maintain existing doors and vestibules. Check regularly for damage
and make repairs as necessary.
Leave evidence that the opening
existed if infilling an original opening is necessary. For example, if the
opening is in a brick wall, inset the
infill brick by 1”. (photo, left)

NOT Appropriate
•
•
•

Using doors with modern details.
(photos, upper right.)
Covering up an original opening with exterior materials in a way
that the opening is completely hidden.
Installing a door that is not the same size as the original opening
(smaller or larger).
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X

X

X

X

Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•
•

Architectural salvage shops are good sources for missing pieces
such as doors and door hardware.
Storm doors offer protection from the elements and can preserve
your historic door and extend its life. Be sure to select one that
is suitable for your home and does not detract from the overall
look. (photo, left)
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Architectural Elements

Windows
Why is this feature important?
Following major building forms such as roofs and walls, windows are one of the most character defining
features of a home. They are often one of the most altered features of any building over time, so attention
to detail is important. The scale, shape, size and fine details of the original windows reflect the original
design and style of the home. Ignoring these details will have a negative impact on the home, and thus the
historic neighborhood. The first approach to windows should be to repair and retain rather than replace.

It’s All in the Details..
•

Older window sashes were made up of “true divided lites.”
This means that muntins were used to hold smaller, individual panes of glass. Today’s manufacturing process allows
easy access to larger pieces of glass. Because of this, muntins
are typically for decorative purposes only. To enhance the
visual appearance of a replacement window look for “simulated divided lites” (rather than applied muntins) if a true divided lite is not economically feasible.

It’s All in the Details: Storm Windows..
•

Storm windows are a good way to improve the energy efficiency of an historic window. Be sure to determine what
style of storm window would be appropriate for your windows. Wood storm windows that fill the entire opening and
do not obstruct any window details are most appropriate.
Originally, storm windows were only used during cold winter months and were removed during warmer months.
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✓

X
Appropriate
•
•

•
•

NOT Appropriate

Maintain historic windows!
Install interior or exterior storm windows for
added energy savings. Exterior storms also
provide additional protection from the elements.
Size new windows to fill the original opening
in the wall.
Replicate the sash and muntin patterns.

•
•
•
•

✓

Replacement windows of inappropriate materials. (See Pages 30-31)
Blocking up windows with masonry or other
materials.
Windows that are smaller or larger than the
original opening.
Windows with a different sash or muntin pattern than the original window.

X

X

Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•
•

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#3 - Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings
#9 - Th
 e Repair of Historic Wooden Windows
#10 - E
 xterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork

#13 - The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel Windows
#14 - New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns
#33 - The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stained and Leaded Glass
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With proper care, historic wood windows can last for decades, much longer than a replacement window.
Contrary to popular belief, you will not gain significant energy savings by replacing your historic windows. Be sure to
do the research before considering replacing your historic
windows. Only in rare cases are replacement windows recommended. Most windows can be rehabilitated and will
prove to be a better window than any replacement on today’s market.
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Architectural Elements

✓

Awnings
Why is this feature important?
In the days before reliable mechanical systems, awnings often served as climate control for
buildings. Cloth, retractable awnings provided protection from the sun and rain and extended
the usable space from the interior of the building to the exterior, much like porches and
balconies.
Awnings have a high visual presence, making them an important feature to maintain.

It’s All in the Details..
•

✓

•
•

Consider designs and colors that were available during the period of construction for your house
when choosing an awning pattern. Thick stripes or solids are more historically appropriate than
some of the more complex patterns available in today’s markets.
Awnings were not typically installed on north elevations as they are used to keep direct sunlight from
heating the interior on a hot day. When installing a new awning, consider the purpose of the awning
rather than simply the aesthetic.
Operable awnings were more common (as opposed to a fixed-frame awning) to allow more flexibility for owners. Awnings could be retracted when more sunlight was desired, or extended during
extremely hot days or during peak sunlight hours. Look for “drop arm” varieties.

< Heritage Hill Details - Savvy Homeowners!
This Heritage Hill homeowner (photos, left) makes use of fabric awnings the way they were meant to be.
In the summer, awnings offer shade from the intense sunlight, offering a cooler interior. Awnings are
removed during winter months where the low angled sunlight is most welcome for heating up interior
spaces.

48

X
Appropriate
•
•
•

NOT Appropriate

Repairing the original awning.
Use of fabric awnings.
Replicating the style and shape of the original
awning.

•

Drop arm awnings offer building owners flexibility
as well as providing an historically appropriate look.
(Photo, below.)

•

•

•

✓

•

Removing or replacing an original awning
mechanism simply because the fabric is worn.
Incorporating awning shapes that are not original
or historic in nature. (Such as dome/umbrella
shapes, barrel styles or other modern shapes.)
Using inappropriate materials such as vinyl,
plastic, metal or wood shingles unless historic
documentation is available.
Damaging or removing historic building materials
to install the awning.
Lit awnings.

X

Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•

•

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#44 - Th
 e Use of Awnings on Historic Buildings: Repair, Replacement and New Design
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Fabric awnings can last a number of years provided they
are given the proper maintenance. Be sure to clean your
fabric on a regular basis, following the manufacturer’s instructions. If the awning is operable, retract the awning
during inclement weather to reduce the risk of damage.
Awnings were not typically installed on north elevations
as they are used to keep direct sunlight from heating the
interior on a hot day. Awnings installed on northern elevations do not receive as much sunlight, allowing mold
or mildew to set in and damage the awning. This type of
biological growth can be difficult to eliminate.
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Architectural Elements

✓

Paint & Colors
Why is this feature important?
Once a building’s form is observed, the next most visually noticeable feature is often its color. While paint
colors are easily reversible (a bad paint job can easily remedied) and sometimes not enforceable, it is important to understand what is appropriate for the style, age and type of building. What may be appropriate
for a 1920s Craftsman bungalow may not be appropriate for a 1890s Queen Anne mansion or a 1870s
Italianate commercial building.

It’s All in the Details..
•

Many paint product brochures from the late 19th and early
20th century have been scanned and are available online.
Consider researching some of these resources to understand
what colors were available during the construction of your
home or building. Some colors (like vibrant blues or greens)
were not readily available until the later half of the 19th century.

•

Some current paint manufacturers have ‘historic color palettes’ to chose from. Do your own research to see if these
colors are appropriate for your home.

•

Want to know the original color of your home? Advances in
technology can give a clearer idea of original paint choices.
Contact a paint conservator that specializes in this type of
work to see if a laboratory can determine your house’s color
history.
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✓

Appropriate
•
•

•

X

NOT Appropriate

Using colors that were available during the
construction of your home or building.
Put “painting your home” on your list of cyclical
maintenance items to prevent deterioration
of wood siding and other deterioration-prone
components.
Research the proper paint type for your project.
Different materials require different needs and
some materials are not recommended to be
painted at all.

•
•
•
•

Expansive use of bold, bright colors not available
during the time period of construction.
Painting materials that were not intended to be
painted, such as masonry or stone.
Painting a building in a monochromatic
scheme if evidence proves multiple colors were
originally used.
Replacing wood siding with vinyl or other
inappropriate material to avoid painting.

✓

X
Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#10 - E
 xterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
#37 - A
 ppropriate Methods of Reducing Lead-Paint Hazards in Historic Housing
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Maintaining your paint job is a critical and easy thing to
do! Paint is your building’s first line of defense from the
elements. While some trades such as masonry and historic wood window repair can be difficult to find a qualified
contractor, painters are usually in more abundant supply.
Find a reputable painter in your neighborhood and ask for
references.
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Architectural Elements

✓

Porches & Balconies
Why is this feature important?
Porches and balconies are an exterior extension of the home, allowing residents the ability to enjoy the
outdoors in a protected atmosphere. Not only do they increase the usable square footage, but a well used
porch offers the neighborhood an opportunity for social interaction and has been proven to be an effective
crime fighting tool. Studies have shown that neighborhoods with frequently used porches enjoy lower
crime rates!
While porches and balconies were popular in the 19th and early
20th centuries, homes built in the post-World War II era favored
the privacy of the backyard. Air conditioning allowed more comfortable interiors during the summer and the light breeze on a hot
summer day was no longer such a necessity. Because of this, maintaining porches and balconies is a critical piece of maintaining the
overall feel of the Heritage Hill Historic District.

It’s All in the Details..
•

A wide variety of decorative elements were available during
the Period of Significance for Heritage Hill. Researching
what products were available is an important step in ensuring
the design of your replacement or new porch/balcony. Refer
to the Resources section of this document for more information.
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✓

X
Appropriate
•

•
•

NOT Appropriate

New porches and balconies (that are not exact
replacements of originals) should be placed on
secondary facades, out of view from the public
right-of-way.
Recreating details when replacing missing elements.
Researching the type of materials that were
available during the original construction.

•
•
•
•

Removing porches or balconies that are considered historically significant (photo, right).
Extending or reducing the size of historically
significant porches or balconies without attention to scale, style and shape.
Enclosing porches or balconies that were originally open.
Replacing balustrades or other elements with
modern designs or pressure treated stock materials.

✓

X

Maintenance - Considerations & Tips
•
•

Maintain the paint on porches and balconies to reduce the
damage done by the elements.
Keep a watch for any signs of rot or pest infestation.

X

For more information, see Preservation Brief:
#45 - P
 reserving Historic Wooden Porches
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Accessibility & Handrails
Why is this feature important?
With the creation of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 architects, designers, builders and
building owners are more aware of the needs of those with disabilities and how these needs affect the built
environment. While this Act does not dictate what can and cannot be done with a privately owned historic
property it is something that many owners consider when implementing new projects. Because the size
and location of some of the requirements for accessibility needs can be great, it is important to think the
design through to create a plan that is both respectful of historic features and usable by those who need
them.

It’s All in the Details..
•

Consider how needs such as guardrails or handrails can be integrated in to the original design without
being overly noticeable.

•

When looking to install a ramp
to provide easier access to
your historic home, consider
what side of your home may
be most suitable. If possible,
avoid highly visible elevations.
If only the front elevation is
possible, consider placing the
bulk of the ramp to the side
so that the front elevation is
not consumed with the ramp
structure.
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✓

Appropriate
•

•
•
•

NOT Appropriate

Consider the best location for accessibility needs.
What would benefit the end user the most without
causing major changes to the overall look of the historic structure?
Using techniques that are reversible. (For example,
if a ramp is installed be sure to not destroy any existing building materials)
Subtle grade changes that would help eliminate the
need for a ramp or other accessible features.
The ramp in the photo below does not destroy any
historic fabric and is located on a secondary facade.

•
•
•

Destroying, removing, obscuring or otherwise altering historic building materials
during installation.
Selecting materials that are inappropriate
or incompatible to your historic building’s
current materials.
Changes in grade that are noticeable and/
or affect the overall look of the site.

✓

X

✓

X

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#32 - M
 aking Historic Properties Accessible
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Architectural Elements

✓

Adaptive Use, Additions, and New Construction
Why is this feature important?
Due to the amount of detail it offers, the overall form of the building is one of its most important features. Not
only does the shape of a building define its architectural style, it can also give clues to the age and use of the
building, as well as information about the original owners and builders. Over the years, additions and alterations
are not uncommon as needs, society and technology evolve. With a little attention, alterations, additions and
new construction projects can be successful in the Heritage Hill Historic District. Some may even become
historic in their own time, if done properly! When designing one of
these types of projects, it is important to keep in mind the overall look of
the historic district. A poorly done project can not only be distracting to
the individual building, but to the neighborhood as well.

✓

It’s All in the Details..
•
•

•

The first step to any addition or new construction is to select
its location. Consider areas that are not highly visible from the
public right-of-way.
Consider the scale and rhythm of the original building
and surrounding buildings. While it is important to make
an addition or new construction project not look original
(additions) or historic (new construction), these features are
important to maintain.
Materials are important to any construction project and should
be compatible to the original building when working on an
addition. New construction should also use materials that are
compatible to the District. For additions, it is not advised to
match identically as this could create confusion between what is
original and what is new to the average passerby.
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X

Appropriate

NOT Appropriate

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Using materials that are compatible with the
original structure (addition) or District (new
construction). (For more information, see Pages
30 – 31.)
Constructing an addition on a secondary
elevation where it is not visible from the public
right of way.
Use of comparable scale and rhythm.
Stepping back the addition (even if only a few
inches) so that the new wall is not flush with the
original wall.
Reusing a structure for a similar use (i.e., using a
residential building for a bed and breakfast).

•
•
•
•

✓

Building an addition on the primary elevation.
Additions or new construction projects that
visually obstruct any historic structure.
Designs that ignore the scale and materials of the
historic structure or District.
Using a structure for something far different
than its original use (i.e., using a residential
building as a mechanic’s shop).
Additions that are built in the same plane as the
existing building.
Ignoring the style, scale and materials of the
existing building.

X

X
X

For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#14 - N
 ew Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns
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✓

Secondary Structures
Why is this feature important?
As with new additions, the design of secondary structures should be carefully considered in an historic district. Secondary structures constructed in the Heritage Hill Historic District should not be overwhelming
in the overall scheme of things, and take away from the feel of the original streetscape. Ideally, secondary
structures should be placed where they are least visible. If additions and secondary structures become
visually prominent, the historic integrity of the primary building
and district could be compromised.

✓

It’s All in the Details..
•

Read the sections in these guidelines that feature information on additions, as secondary structures are detached versions of new additions.

•

Do your own reconnaissance! Check out other historic
districts. What works? What doesn’t? Learn from others’
mistakes so they are not repeated.
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Appropriate
•
•
•
•

NOT Appropriate

Using materials that are compatible with the
original structure. (For more information see
Pages 30-31.)
Placing the secondary structure where it is not
visible from the public right of way.
Use of comparable scale and rhythm.
If salvaged or historic materials are used, they
should be used in a way that does not appear to
create an “historic” building.

•
•
•
•

New secondary structures that obstruct the
historic structure visually.
Designs that ignore the scale and materials of
the historic structure.
Designs that appear to be historic (built in the
same time period as the original structure).
Using historic materials to recreate an “historic”
building.

✓

✓

X

The Heritage Hill example shown above is successful because
it is placed on a secondary facade and picks up on the same
scale and patterns as the main structure without being an exact
replica, which would not be appropriate.
For more information, see Preservation Briefs:
#14 - N
 ew Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns
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Site & Landscape Elements
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Site & Landscape Elements

Site & Topography

✓

Why is this feature important?
Topography is one of Heritage Hill’s most
character defining features as a district. Its
steep change of elevation creates unique design solutions and needs. This can be found
in the numerous steps, retaining walls and
curbs. Maintaining these key features is an
important part of maintaining the District’s
unique sense of place.

NOT Appropriate
•
•
•

✓
Appropriate
•
•

Maintaining existing key features that
reflect the District’s unique topography.
Use of materials similar to what is currently used, such as stone and brick.
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Altering the topography to eliminate
the need of retaining walls.
Allowing these features to deteriorate
due to lack of maintenance.
Using materials and methods that are
not complimentary to the District.
Examples: Use of CMU’s (concrete
masonry units).

X
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Site & Landscape Elements

✓

Why is this feature important?
The unique topography of the Heritage Hill
Historic District is a character defining feature
and care should be given to maintain the features
that make this District unique. Driveways, sidewalks, steps and curbs emphasize this unique
quality. To eliminate these features for the sake
of convenience would be a great loss.

Driveways/Sidewalks/Steps and Curbs
NOT Appropriate
•
•
•

Removing any feature described on this page, or altering the grade of the
property to eliminate these features.
Covering up existing, historic materials with products such as asphalt.
Using precast concrete steps.

✓

✓

✓
Appropriate
• If a sidewalk is in need of replacement,
maintain the original layout, as seen in
the lower left photo with its slight curve.
• Use of materials that are familiar within
the District.
• Maintain existing materials. Use proper
replacement techniques and materials if
repairs are necessary.
• Maintain historic curbs.
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X
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Alleys

✓

Why is this feature important?
Alleys are one of the most well known and
intriguing elements to the Heritage Hill
Historic District. Snake Alley is nationally
known! While other alleys in the District do
not get the same attention, they are an important and unique feature that should be
maintained. These alleys tell a story of the
means and methods of transportation during the early days of Burlington.

✓

NOT Appropriate
•
•
•

X

Appropriate
•
•

Allowing materials to deteriorate.
Covering materials with products such as concrete or asphalt.
Closing off alleys so that they are
not visible or accessible to the
public.

Maintaining existing alleys.
If necessary for the protection of the historic materials or due to safety concerns,
close off the alley in a way that still allows visibility to pedestrians and other
visitors. (Photo, above.)
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✓
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Lighting
Why is this feature important?

NOT Appropriate

Electric lighting was not readily available or reliable during the early days of Heritage Hill. The technology we used day is vastly different that what would have been used decades ago. Thus, no true
“restoration” of the “original” lighting is possible. Because of this, it is important that lighting elements used in the District are complimentary or respectful of the historic architecture around them.

✓

✓

•

•

“Coach” lanterns that evoke a false
sense of history unless seen in historic photos of your home or building.
(Photo, right.)
“Flooding” the building with light at
night for dramatic effects.

X

X
Appropriate
•
•

Use historic photographs to determine if any lighting
was visible.
Keep lighting fixtures simple and discrete.
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Fences, Walls, Gates
Why is this feature important?

✓

Most homes of the Heritage Hill Historic
District would have had gardens. Fences,
gates and garden walls were used to define
spaces, provide privacy and keep things
looking tidy – a characteristic of many
Victorians.

✓

NOT Appropriate
•

•
•

•

X

X

Appropriate
•

Unless historic photos show otherwise, don’t use stock pieces that reflect
a more contemporary look. (Photo,
below.)
Removing or relocating portions of the
fence, gate or wall.
Installing fences, walls or gates that are
not appropriate in scale.

Maintain existing historic fences,
walls and gates. Regular maintenance
should include painting and oiling
hinges where applicable.
Use of designs found in catalogs available during the time of construction
of your home. (Online resources are
available.)
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Signage

✓

Why is this feature important?
While signage was not necessarily a part
of the original homes of the Heritage Hill
Historic District, it is an important aspect
that should be handled carefully so as to
not detract from the buildings themselves.
A good balance of visibility and subtly are
important.

•
•
•
•
•

Additionally, signs serve educational
purposes. Accurate research is essential
to ensure the public is being informed
correctly!

✓

NOT Recommended

X

Recommended
•
•
•
•

Overbearing signage that detracts
from the historic nature of the home
or building.
Neon signs.
Monument signs.
Signs that damage or obscure the
historic structure.
Electronic or message board signs.

Subtle, but clear and concise signage
that is visible to passersby from public
areas.
Using materials that are complementary of the historic district (i.e. metal or
wood).
Blade-style signs (above) or identification medallions mounted to the building.
Research the local sign ordinance.
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X

✓
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✓

Plants
Why is this feature important?
Victorians loved gardening and experimenting with new species that were brought from places around the
globe. A proper 19th century garden or landscape is the finishing touch to any historic district!
Note: Gardens and the type of plants used are not dictated by the Historic Preservation Commission nor the
State Historic Preservation Office. The information on these two pages is simply to offer ideas on a Victorianera garden that would feel “at home” in the Heritage Hill Historic District.

It’s All in the Details..
•

It was often popular for certain architectural styles to have
a “proper pairing” of garden style. These “pairings” were
popular:
• Gothic Revival = Romantic, Picturesque Garden
• Second Empire = Formal, Neoclassical Garden
• Italianate = Gardenesque Style, carpet bedding
• Eastlake = Gardenesque Style, carpet bedding
• Queen Anne = Gardenesque Style, carpet bedding
• Romanesque = Gardenesque Style, carpet bedding

See appendix for descriptions of these garden styles.
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X

Appropriate
•
•
•

NOT Appropriate

Dividing your space into “garden rooms,” creating nooks to allow different styles and colors to
be used.
Implement ornamental features such as bird
baths, urns, fountains or arbors.
Use gravel in shades that complement your
home’s materials for paths. Fine textured gravel
fades into the background, allowing the plants
to be the star of the show.

•
•
•
•

Letting things get messy. Victorians liked
structure and tidiness. Overgrowth can also
cause damage to masonry. (photo, below)
Use of bare wood. Victorians preferred a more
manicured look.
Modern or minimalist features as Victorians
loved lavish, old-world designs.
Rock gardens or other hardscape materials in
lieu of plants and grasses.

✓

X
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Sample Recommended
Planting List:
Azalea
Boxwood
Bulbs
Ferns
Glossy abelia
Lilac
Magnolia
Peony
Roses
Spirea
Yew
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Parking

✓

Why is this feature important?
Most of the homes built in the Heritage Hill
Historic District were constructed long before the
modern day car, truck and SUV came in to use.
Without this amenity, garages and carports were
not necessary. Porte cocheres or a backyard barn
for horse and carriage were the only structures
built for transportation needs. Because garages
sized for the motorized vehicles are non-historic,
their design should be carefully thought out to
avoid being a distraction.

✓

NOT Appropriate
•
•

•
•

Building large parking garages or car
ports that obscure the view of the
historic structure.
Creating surface parking directly in
front of the historic structure, or in a
way that is distracting to the neighborhood.
Parking on lawns.
Removing historic features or
buildings to add additional parking
spaces.

Appropriate
•
•
•
•
•

Creating parking spaces or building parking
structures on a portion of the lot that has low visibility.
If building a structure, consider the suggestions
under “Secondary Structures” in this document
on pages 74 - 75.
Maintaining existing structures such as porte cocheres and barns.
Parking in side streets or other low-visibility areas.
Using site features to reduce the visibility of parking (photo, above).
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X

X
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Resources
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Preservatio
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Brief 2: Rep
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tar Joints in
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ldings

2
Postcards and old photographs provide a
good source of information. Illustrations
and “doctored” photographs should be used
with caution; finding two sources is always
encouraged.

M

any resources are available for building owners to research when learning proper
methodologies for their historic property. Below are a few resources to start with:

National Park Service - Preservation Briefs
These preservation briefs describe recommended solutions to many construction issues
building owners deal with on projects. The NPS continues to add to this collection.
www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm
National Park Service - Interpreting the Standards Bulletins
These bulletins provide further insight and explanation to many of the topics covered in
the Preservation Briefs.
www.nps.gov/tps/standards/applying-rehabilitation/standards-bulletins.htm
“The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties”
This book highlights Appropriate and NOT Appropriate practices, according to “The
Standards” issued by the Secretary of the Interior.
The State Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]
State Historic Preservation Officers offer a wealth of information.
http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-preservation/index.html
Also consider contacting your local Historic Preservation Commission.
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Architectural Styles
Q. What style is it?
A. Victorian, of course!...
Right?

Character Defining Features:

Character defining features are those features that allow us to understand the historic integrity of the building as well as help define the style or influential style that it
represents. The National Park Service offers a three step process to help identify the
The term ‘Victorian’ has become a coverall for many dif- visual character of architecture. More information can be found on their website.
ferent styles during the latter These steps include:
• Step 1: Overall Visual Aspects
half of the 19th and early
• Step 2: Visual Character at Close Range
20th century. Named for
• Step 3: Interior Spaces, Features and
Queen Victoria, who ruled
Finishes
the British Empire from 1837 to
It
is
important
to maintain these features as
1901, the term has come to describe anything that
they
are
the
building
blocks of any historic
gained popularity during this time. Vernacular, Midwestern architecture
in the 19th and 20th century rarely exhibited a pure form of any one style, district.
and thus the term “Victorian” is often used to describe architecture - especially residential architecture from this era. The following pages highSuggested Reading:
light some of the more common styles and influences that can be found
•
“Preservation Brief #17 in the Heritage Hill Historic District. Research these styles to help better
Architectural Character - Identifying
understand each building as a whole. Many homes feature characteristics
the Visual Aspects of Historic
from multiple styles. As with many fads and stylistic trends, many of these
Buildings as an Aid to Preserving
styles gained popularity on the coasts and eventually made their way to
their Character”
the Midwest a few years later. The dates provided illustrate when the style
• “A Field Guide to American Houses”
was most influential nationally. The popularity of these styles in Iowa often
by Virginia Savage McAlester & Lee
stretch beyond the national trends.
McAlester
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How to use this guide to architectural styles:
Character Defining Features:

Character defining features are the
important elements of a building that
make up its style.

Style Subcategory:

Photograph & Address:

Style Category

This title describes the commonly
known name.

The style name shown here represents a broader category type.

The photographic example is in the
Heritage Hill Historic District. Vernacular architecture is rarely a pure
example of any one style, but this
example is given to illustrate a typical
example of the style.

Detail Photographs:

Detail photographs offer examples of some of the elements that
are important to the style being
illustrated.

Dates of National Popularity:

The dates listed here show when the
style was most commonly popular.
The popularity of these styles in the
Midwest is often a bit later, as it took
awhile for styles to make their way in
from the coasts.

History:

This paragraph gives a brief background of the featured style.
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The Architectural Styles of Heritage Hill

Greek Revival

Mid-19th Century

Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Doric, Ionic (photo, below) or
Corinthian capitals
Gable Roofs
Pediments
Pediment shaped window heads
(photo, below)
Shouldered architrave trim
Tall first floor windows
Entablature
Dentils
Pilaster corner boards

History...
Greek Revival was one of the most
popular and long lasting styles
in American history. Thought to
embody “democratic ideals,” the
style was popular for civic buildings. It was also applied to domestic
architecture starting in Washington,
D.C. The style quickly spread across
the country. Each region adopted
their own version of Greek Revival.
Greek details were carefully incorporated; white was a popular color,
as it reflected the Greek temple. The
style was typically used by architects
rather than builders, as details were
difficult to incorporate without some
knowledge of classical details.

Address

811 High Street - Lorenz Scholl House c1850-70

Dates of National Popularity
1825 - 1860
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Italian Villa
Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pediment or low-hip roof
Large scrolled brackets
Projecting eaves
Vermiculated quoins
Balcony
Square tower
Arched windows and doors
Red roofs
Board and battens popular on
early versions
Verandas or terraces
‘L’ or ‘T’ shaped footprint

History...
The Italian Villa was inspired by
vernacular architecture found in
the Italian countryside. It became
one of the most influential styles
of the Victorian era, as many styles
adopted some of its characteristics.
Its popularity was spread through
the use of plan books in the 1830s
and was considered not only
picturesque, but practical as well.

Address

19 Columbia Street - Smith-Eastman Estate - c1872

Dates of National Popularity
1830 - 1880
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Mid-19th Century
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The Architectural Styles of Heritage Hill

Gothic Revival

Mid-19th Century

Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wall dormer
Oriel or bay windows
Quatrefoil porch trim pattern
Hood mold with corbel stop
Wheel window
Gingerbread vergeboard
Pointed or Tudor arches
Tracery window
Pinnacle with crockets
Steep roofs
Tall and narrow chimneys

< SPECIAL NOTE: This Burlington
church shown here is a later version of
Gothic Revival. Styles often influenced
designs beyond their years of national
popularity. Gothic details were popular
History...
in the 1920’s, as evidenced here.
Mid-19th century America often
followed England for architectural
trends. The Gothic Revival style
became popular due to its picturesque qualities, especially to middleclass Americans, who preferred this
style over the more academic Greek
Revival style. Because American
architects were less familiar with
Gothic details, the style developed
its own American interpretation.

Address

601 Columbia Street - First German Evangelical Church
(First United Church of Christ) - 1925-1927

Dates of National Popularity
1840-1860
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Italianate
Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Box-like form
Low-pitched roof
Tall, narrow windows
Elaborate window hoods
Wide roof eaves
Large brackets
Typically two or three stories
Often featured a ‘belvedere’ or
‘widow’s walk’.

History...
The Italianate style was the most
popular of the three Italian
inspired styles of the 19th century.
(Italianate, Italian Villa and Urban
Brownstone)

Address

516 Washington Street - William Fordney House - c1845

The brackets on an Italianate
building were so prominent that the
style was also referred to as “The
Bracketed Style.”

Dates of National Popularity
1840 - 1885
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Renaissance Revival

The Architectural Styles of Heritage Hill

Late Victorian

Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Slightly pitched or flat roof
Cubic shape
Symmetrical composition
Quoins
Pedimented or corniced window
heads
Belt course
Pilaster framed entry with entablature
Carved stone chimneys
Stone brackets
Minimal projections or recesses

History...
The Renaissance Revival style
was a branch of the more popular
Italianate style. It was more
academic, and therefore less popular
for domestic architecture. It was
introduced to America at the dawn
of the more playful Victorian styles.

Address

607 N. 5th Street - Hedge Hill - c1859 - 1866

Dates of National Popularity
1850 - 1860
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Second Empire
Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mansard roof (photo, right)
Hooded windows
Single-story porch
Patterned, often polychromatic,
slate roof (photo, below)
French (casement) windows
with louvered shutters
“Widow’s Watch” or Mansard
roof tower (photo, upper right)
Small bracketed cornice “French curb”
Cast iron cresting (photos, below
and upper right)

History...
The Second Empire style takes
its name from the French Second
Empire under the reign of Napoleon
III. Americans were fascinated by
this style and added mansard roofs
or towers to their pre-Victorian
homes to “modernize” them. The
style fell out of favor when the
Second Empire was devastated by
the Franco-Prussian War, reducing
the prestige of French culture.

Address

521 Columbia - Garrett-Phelps House - 1851 (enlarged 1870)

Dates of National Popularity
1855 - 1885
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Richardsonian Romanesque
The Architectural Styles of Heritage Hill

Late Victorian

Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asymmetry
Hip or gable roof with cross
gables
Towers (round or sometimes
octagonal)
Wide porches or arcades
Heavy massing made of masonry bearing walls (usually stone)
Round arches
Recessed, round-arched entries
Heavy lintels
Eyebrow dormers

History...
The Romanesque style was rooted in
European Catholic architecture. It
was the French version that appealed
to Americans and was later popularized by Henry Hobson Richardson.
The style was frequently used for
train depots, churches and civic
buildings but was not as popular in
domestic architecture due to its high
cost of construction.

Address

512 Columbia - Charles E. Schramm House - 1893

Dates of National Popularity
1880 - 1900
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Queen Anne
Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Textured surfaces
Asymmetry
Elaborate spindles and other
decorative elements
Corner towers or turrets
(round, octagonal or square)
Fish scale shingles
Recessed porches above first
floor
Multi-gabled roof

History...
The Queen Anne style was introduced
to America via England during the
Philadelphia Centennial of 1876. It
quickly became one of the most
popular styles in the country, replacing
the French Second Empire and Gothic
styles. Romanesque, another popular
style at the time, was more costly and
time intensive to build. A Queen
Anne home could be built quickly
and less expensively, adding to its
popularity.

Address

622 Court - Rand-Blaul House - 1886

Dates of National Popularity
1880 - 1910
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Georgian-Colonial Revivals

The Architectural Styles of Heritage Hill

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals

Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accentuated front door, typically
with a pediment
Front porch entry
Symmetry more popular than
asymmetry
Double-hung windows, typically
with multiple lites
Broken pediments
Masonry popular

History...
Georgian and Colonial Revivals
(especially Colonial) were popular
domestic architecture styles in the
first half of the 20th century. Many
variations existed, some being more
popular than others. Details from
various colonial styles were so popular that a home in a pure colonial
style is difficult to find.

Address

505 N. 8th Street - William R. Lemon House c1925

Dates of National Popularity
1880 - 1955
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Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full height porch
Classical columns (typically
Ionic or Corinthian capitals)
Symmetry
Boxed eave, moderate overhang
Decorative surrounds at doors
Rectangular, double-hung windows

History...
Classical revivals sparked a renewed
interest during the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893.
The Neoclassical Revival style was a
prominent style of domestic architecture during the first half of the
20th century. Earlier renditions of
the 19th century were more “classically correct” than later versions.

Address

401 N. 5th Street - Masonic Temple c1920-23

Dates of National Popularity
1895 - 1950
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The Architectural Styles of Heritage Hill

Bungalow

Eclectic

Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gabled roofs facing the street
Shed dormers
Tapered porch posts
Exposed rafters, ridge beams
and purlins
Low and simple lines, projecting
roofs
Large porches
Porch stoops that are part of the
architecture of the house

History...
The Bungalow style began in California and quickly spread across the
country. It was the first style that
was mass produced by the contractor-builder, as its floor plans and
building components could be easily
reproduced. The Bungalow was
influenced by many different styles,
including Craftsman and Japanese
architecture. It became loosely defined as any “cottage-like dwelling.”

Dates of National Popularity
1900 - 1930
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Craftsman
Character Defining Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural materials (redwood, tile,
stone and earth colors)
Low-pitched roofs
Unenclosed roof overhang
Exposed roof rafters
Porches
Tapered, square porch columns
that go all the way to the ground
Battered (sloping) foundation

History...
Also known as the Arts and Crafts
or Western Stick Style, the Craftsman style was influenced by the Arts
and Crafts Movement in Europe led
by William Morris. Architectural
details that created livable, personal
space was important to this style that
would come to influence architects
such as Frank Lloyd Wright.

Address

616 Court - William R. Weibley House - c1885 (and extensively
remodeled, or new house built c 1911)

Dates of National Popularity
1905 - 1930
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Researching Your Home

L

ooking for more information on your historic Heritage Hill
home? The Burlington Public Library and the Des Moines
County Historical Society can help! Below is a link to the
resources on hand:
•
Abstract/chain of title/recorded deeds
•
Architectural style resources
•
“Bird’s eye view” maps
•
City of Burlington Development Department information
•
City Directories
•
Census data
•
County histories
•
Fire insurance maps and atlases
•
Former owner and resident’s information
•
Historic district designation documents
•
Legal property description
•
Local history files
•
Newspaper research
•
Obituaries
•
Photographs
•
Probate records
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L

earning more about your historic property and the people associated with it can be both fascinating and helpful, whether you are
considering a project or simply wanting to have a better understanding of its past. Below are some helpful steps to researching your
home. (This information can be found in more complete detail on the “Getting Started in Property Research” brochure, available at the
Burlington Public Library and Des Moines County Historical Society.)
Look at the Building – Let your building speak to you! Taking a good look at the details that you might not
have ever noticed might reveal new information such as construction dates or evidence of additions that were
not original to the property at the time of initial construction.
Follow the Paper Trail – Research documents such as city directories, censuses or obituaries. Historic maps are
also a good resource to better understand the people who used the building.
Create a Timeline – As you research, document what you find and when it happened. Compare your various
sources and compare to local history.
Check the Maps – Fire insurance maps, such as the Sanborn Maps, can provide evidence of building use, outer
buildings, porches, additions, etc.

Des Moines County
Historical Society
501 N. 4th Street
Burlington, Iowa 52601
www.dmchs.org
319.752.7449
Burlington Public Library
210 Court Street
Burlington, Iowa 52601
www.burlington.lib.ia.us
319.753.1647

Photographs - Photos are perhaps the best evidence – don’t forget to ask the library, historical society, previous owners or your neighbors!
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Glossary

Abacus – The slab that forms the top of a column
capital.

Bay Window – A windowed bay that protrudes from
the ground for one or more stories. (Note difference
between oriel window.) (photo, right)

Acanthus – Mediterranean plant whose leaves are
often found on Corinthian and Composite capitals.
(photo, right)

Bargeboard – A board, usually carved, that is attached
to the end of a gable. (photo, below)

A

Baluster – Closely spaced supports for a railing.

Batten – A small strip
of wood or board that
covers the joints between boards.

Ancones – A bracket that supports the cornice.
Arcade – A passageway with a roof, supported by
arched columns.
Architrave – (1) The lowest component of the three main parts of an entablature,
immediately above the column capital. (2) A moulded frame around a door or
window.

Beltcourse – A horizontal band that often
projects beyond the face of the building.
Belvedere – A small ‘lookout’ tower atop the
roof of a house, usually square. (photo, below)

Archivolt – A decorative set of moldings set inside
an arch.
Ashlar – Rectangular blocks of stone with a smooth
face and fine joints. (photo, left)

Brackets – A projection that provides visual or structural support for cornices,
balconies or other decorative feature.

B

Broken Pediment – A pediment with an
opening at the apex, base or both.

Balconet – A railing or balustrade in front of a window, simulating a balcony.
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Glossary
Cornice Return – Detail that occurs where a horizontal cornice of a roof connects to the rake of a gable. (photo, below)

C
Cantilever – A rigid structural member that projects from a vertical support.

Course – A continuous layer of masonry, tile, shingles or other building material.

Capital – The upper portion of a column or pilaster that is distinctively treated.
Chamfer – The edge of a material that is beveled (angled), usually at a 45 degree angle.

Cresting – A line of ornamentation along a roof
ridge. (photo, above)

Cladding – External covering over a structure.

Crocket – A carved ornament, usually in the shape
of a leaf; often used on spires or on canopies over
niches in Gothic architecture.

Clapboard – Thin, narrow boards used for exterior cladding.
Colonette – A small or thin column.

Cupola – A dome atop a roof or turret.

Colonnade – A series of regularly spaced columns that support an entablature and usually one
side of a roof.

Cusping – In Gothic tracery, projecting points formed where foils meet.

D

Coping – A finishing or protective course or cap to an exterior masonry wall
or other wall. (photo, above)

Dentils – Small rectangular block used in
series to form a molding. (photo, right)

Corbel – A bracket, especially brick or stone. (photo,
right)

Dormer – A window that projects out
from a sloping roof.

Cornice – A horizontally projecting feature that
surmounts a wall that is prominent, continuous and
horizontal. The uppermost portion of an entablature.

E
Eaves – The portion of a roof that protrudes from the wall.
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Entablature – Found in classical architecture; the top of an order – made up
of a cornice, frieze and architrave.

G

F

Gable – The portion under the pitched end of
a roof.
Gambrel Roof – A roof in which two slopes
create a ridge, the lower slope having a steeper
pitch. (photo, right)

Façade – The exterior face of a building.
Fanlight – A type of transom window: a
window above a door or window, typically
semicircular or semielliptical with muntins
that radiate in a fan-like pattern. (photo,
left)

Gingerbread – Heavy, superfluous ornamentation.
GFRC – Glass
Fiber Reinforced
Concrete; often used as a substitute material for
sculpted elements.

Foils – A leaf-shaped curve formed between cusps inside a circle or arch.
Flat Arch – A structural member that
spans an opening with supporting voussoirs, having straight or almost straight intrados and extrados (curves).
side of a Corinthian abacus.

H
Hood mold – A molding which projects from a
wall above a door, window or archway. Used to
shed water. (photo, left)

Fleuron – The flower at the center of each

Fluting – Decorative, parallel grooves on a column.
Frieze – The middle section of an entablature.
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Glossary

K

M

Knee brace – Diagonal support connecting two members that are joined at
right angles.

Mansard Roof – A two-sloped roof in which the lower slope is nearly vertical.
Modillion brackets – Ornamental brackets supporting a cornice that are often
in the form of a scroll, featuring acanthus leaves.
Moulding – A contoured strip located just below the juncture of a wall and
ceiling. Can also refer to trim in both horizontal and vertical applications.

L
Label molding – A hood mold with squared corners. (photo, left)

Mullion – The vertical piece that creates a division between units of a door or
window.

Lantern – An open-like structure on a roof to admit light to the area below.

Muntin – The pieces of frame within a window sash that hold the glass in place.

N

Lintel – A horizontal member supporting the
weight above an opening such as a door or window.

Niche – A recess in the wall, often ornamental,
usually semicircular in plan and arched.

Lite (or Light) – In a window, the openings between muntins and mullions; commonly called
panes.

O
Oriel Window – A projecting window that
juts out from the wall but does not reach the
ground. (Note difference between bay window.)
(photo, right)

Loggia – An arcade or gallery that is open to the
air, at least on one side.
Lunette – An area enframed by an arch or vault.

P
Parapet – A low wall around a roof or platform.
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Quoins – Dressed stones at the corners of buildings. (photo, right)

Pediment – A low gable, often triangular with a
horizontal cornice and raking cornices above a colonnade, an end wall, or major division of a façade.

Queen post truss – A roof truss with two vertical
posts between rafters and the tie beam. A tie rod
or cable connects the upper ends.

Pilaster – A shallow feature that projects from the
wall featuring a capital and base; usually imitating
the form of a column. (photo, left)
Pinnacle with crockets – A small turret-like edging found at the top of buttresses and parapets in
Gothic architecture with decorative ornamentation, often leaf-shaped.

R
Rusticated – Masonry featuring large blocks,
deep joints and roughened surfaces.

Plinth – A square base beneath the base of a column or pier.

S
Sash – A fixed or operable frame in which pieces
of glass are set.

Portico – A roofed entrance supported by columns on at least one side.
Purlins – Longitudinal member in a roof frame which typically supports common rafters between the plate and the ridge.

Segmental Arch – An arch that is less than half
of a circle.

Q

Side Light – A fixed sash adjacent to a door or
window opening. (photo, left)

Quatrefoil porch trim pattern – Pattern with four-lobed circles or arches
formed by cusping.

Spandrel – The area between adjoining arches
and the ceiling or moulding above.
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Glossary

String course – A projecting course or molding that runs horizontally along a
face of a building. Also called a belt course.

V
Veranda – A large, open porch that is typically roofed and partially enclosed.

Sunburst – Decorative feature resembling a sun,
common on various Victorian era architecture.

Vergeboard – Trim affixed to the projecting edge of a gable, often elaborately
carved or pierced.
Vermiculated quoins – Quoins which are carved to feature markings resembling the tracks of a worm..

T

Voussoirs – Wedge shaped pieces that form an arch or vault.

Terra Cotta – A hard, fired clay used for
architectural ornamentation. (photo, right)
Tower – A building (or
portion of a building) in which the height is exceptionally
tall in proportion to the width. (photo, left)

W
Water table – A projecting string course, molding
or ledge which is used to shed rainwater from the
building.

Tracery – Ornamental work consisting of branch-like ribs,
bars as in Gothic windows, screens or panels.
Transom Light (or Transom Window)– A window above
a door or window; sometimes operable. Transom lights
can be rectangular or arched.
Turret – A small tower engaged into the building. Typically
rounded and corbeled off of a corner. (photo, right)
Tympanum – The recessed portion of a pediment, typically triangular.
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