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TAG Program for Garbage 

 
A unit based pricing program for garbage has been in 
effect in Burlington since 1995.  Similar "pay-as-you-
throw" programs are utilized throughout Iowa and the 
United States to encourage recycling and maximize 
space in our nation's landfills.  

 
�������������	���
���

��������������
������
������
� �
	�


���
���������
��������
	����������������  
�����������
� ���	��
���������������������������������������

� !����
��������������������������
����
��������  
�������� �������
��� ��
����������"
��������������#$  
�����������������
	��� ���������	������	�
����	��	
������ %�

$����������������������������
������
������� % 
����$������������&
������
	��������
����������&��
	�� �
����

	
�����������
������
�  
����'

�&���������&
��������
����������������  !����
 �������  
����'

�&����������

�������������������
���������������
	������
��������&����
���������()��

 ����
�����#$���
���*�%()������������������������+�!,����-� �������

�
&.��/���������
��,��
��+���������0���1�
��1

����
2
&�3�$
��4����.��$�������1�
�����/2�/����/�����
5

�������1��������	������$��� ����������6�������1� 
�2
�

�
�

The Solid Waste Fund�
 

Programs carried out by Burlington's Solid Waste 
Department are funded entirely from the trash fee on 
your water bill and from the sale of Trash TAGs. The 
Solid Waste Fund receives no money from the 
General Fund or property taxes.  The monthly trash 
fee is $10.  Trash TAGs are $1.50. 

 
The Solid Waste Fund covers the cost of weekly 
garbage collection, bi-annual City-Wide Clean-Up, 
bagged leaf collection, landfill fees for trash and 
woodwaste disposal, appliance disposal, wages, 
benefits, liability insurance, equipment operation, 
maintenance and replacement costs.  Landfill fees are 
$38 per Ton. The City takes about 5,500 Tons of trash 
to the landfill each year. 

 
The Solid Waste Fund also pays a $2.20 per-
household fee charged to the City by the Des Moines 
County Regional Solid Waste Commission for 
providing curbside collection and processing of 
recyclables, and operation of the HazChem Center.  �

�
Recycling Program 

 
The Des Moines County Area Recyclers provide curbside recycling in Burlington.  Recyclables are collected the 
same day as your garbage but every other week.  Collection is from the curb even if your garbage collection is in 

the alley. Holiday schedules for recyclables differ from garbage schedules ~ check 
your recycling calendar. 
To participate you must have a green recycling bin from the Des Moines County 
Area Recyclers, 1818 West Burlington Avenue. Recycling bins cost $8, and the 
City subsidizes $5 toward the purchase of one bin for new residents. Recyclables 
that will not fit in the bin may be placed alongside in another container, with 
contents easily identifiable. Recyclables should be clean and separated by category. 
A drop off site for recyclables is located outside the recycling facility. 

 
Plastics ~ #1 & #2 food and beverage containers, hair care or detergent bottles; rinse; discard the lid  
Paper ~ Newspaper, brown paper bags, junk mail, phone books, magazines, catalogs, office paper, 
paperback books; bundle or place in brown paper bag  
Tin/Metal  ~ Cans, aluminum foil, TV-dinner trays, pie tins; please rinse 
Cardboard ~ Clean corrugated packaging; flatten and bundle  
Glass ~ Mirrors, window glass, drinking glasses, bottles, jars, vases, ceramics and Pyrex.  For 
safety, take glass items over 24” to the landfill for recycling.  
 
Questions about Recycling? Call (319)753-8126 or visit www.wastewrap.org  
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Appliance Disposal Options 
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Appliances are freezers, refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers,  
dishwashers, microwaves, water heaters, water softeners, furnaces,  
air conditioners, dehumidifiers, trash compactors, and certain types of  
space heaters.                                

Appliances must be empty with NO garbage inside! 
 

Rental Properties 
 
According to City Code, landlords must supply a garbage can for 
each rental property.  When the dwelling is a duplex, tri-plex or four-
plex, the street address and unit number must be painted on each 
garbage can in characters at least 3" high.  This requirement has 
been in effect since 1995.  
 
Collection crews will empty one, untagged, labeled can, per unit, per 
week.  When each apartment is assigned its own garbage can, and the 
can is labeled as described above, crews will know how many 
untagged containers to empty.  Any additional container must be 
tagged with a Trash Tag for pick up.  The person responsible for 
purchasing the Trash Tag is the person who generates the extra trash. 
 

 

Electronics like TVs, computers, monitors, printers, faxes, or stereos will be 
collected with regular garbage: 1 Tag if smaller than 27” or  2 Tags if larger.   

 
Beginning August 1st the HazChem Center  will accept electronics for recycling 

for a fee. Call 1-877-429-2436 for details  or visit www.wastewrap.org.        �
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Call 319-753-8114 to 
schedule pick up of 

tires or lead-acid 
batteries. 2 Trash 
Tags are required. 
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Construction or Demolition�
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Styrofoam Packaging�
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Sharps 
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Where to Call?   
 

Solid Waste 24-hr Information Line  
(up-to-date recorded messages) 319-753-8114 

 
DMC Area Recyclers ... 319-753-8126 

DMC Regional Landfill ... 319-753-8722 
HazChem Center ... 1-877-429-2436 

Burlington Fire Department ... 319-753-8390 
Burlington City Forester ... 319-753-8140 

 
City Council Members ... 319-753-8161 

William Ell, Mayor 
Matthew Murray, Mayor Pro Tem 

Garry Thomas, Tim Scott, Jim Davidson 
 

On the Web  
Contact Your Council Members via e-mail:  

citycouncil@burlingtoniowa.org 
Solid Waste Dept: 

wasteRus@burlingtoniowa.org 
 

Area Recyclers Website:  www.wastewrap.org  
City Website: www.burlingtoniowa.org 
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Please Remember! Set out trash before 7 a.m. of your collection day! 
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Twice a year the Solid Waste Department conducts a 
City-Wide Clean-Up Program for disposal of 
approved items at no additional charge to the 
customer.  Collection is scheduled according to trash 
routes, beginning with Monday's route (see "CWCU 
Schedule", pg 8). Residents should place their Clean-
Up items in the same location of regular garbage 
collection by 7 a.m. of the set out date for their route.   
Do not set out more than one week in advance. 

 
The program is intended for 
items such as furniture, 
clothing, household items 
and toys. Carpeting will be 
picked up if it is cut in 4’ 
strips, tightly rolled and tied. 
 
Regular household trash, 
appliances, tires & batteries 
are still subject to the TAG 
program for garbage and 
are NOT collected for free 

 
Because CWCU has been designated a "Community 
Project" by City Council, Burlington residents with 
proof of residency may take program-approved items 
to the DMCR Landfill free of charge during the six-
week period. Household trash, demolition material, or 
other non-program approved material, are subject to a 
tipping fee, with a $10 minimum (covers disposal of 
up to 525 pounds). To avoid a $10 surcharge, loads 
brought to the landfill must be secured -- this usually 
requires a tarp.   
 
 

The DMC Regional Landfill is located on 
Washington Road northwest of West 

Burlington 
1.3 miles from Hwy 34 

Open: M-F, 8-4, and Sat, 8-noon 
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Small objects must be placed 
in garbage bags, trash cans, 
or structurally-sound boxes 
and other containers.  Loose 
bits and pieces will not be 
picked up. 
 
The quantity of Clean-Up 
material collected from one 
residence is limited to a 
reasonable amount.  
 
Crews will fill the garbage truck hopper up to four 
times.  That equates to a pile no more than 14’ long 
by 5’ wide  (the footprint of a mid-sized car) and 
then 3½’ high. That’s about two full-size pick-up 
truck beds filled to 1’ above the truck rail.  Larger 
quantities should be transported to the landfill by 
other means. 

 
  

 
DO NOT MIX Household Hazardous Waste with Clean-Up Items 

 
Call 1-877-HAZ-CHEM (1-877-429-2436) to make an app ointment for FREE disposal 
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24-Hour Information Line:  319-753-8114 
E-mail: wasteRus@burlingtoniowa.org 
On the Web: www.burlingtoniowa.org 
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