Parks and Recreation

Overview

(The following includes information summarizing the “Burlington Area Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan,” a development plan adopted by the
Burlington City Council, January, 1997. The “Downtown Burlington Revitalization Plan”
is also referenced as it provides for most of the Downtown area park, recreation and
open space needs. Please refer to these plans for more details.)

The Burlington recreation system is an interrelated network of public and private parks, open
spaces, trails, and recreation programs. It provides recreation opportunities and enhances
the daily lives of all those who experience it. Burlington’s park and recreation system was
identified as a major community asset contributing to an improved quality of life according to
the City-wide Comprehensive Plan Survey.

The Burlington Park and Recreation Department is the public agency responsible for

providing recreation facilities and services to the community. lts major responsibilities are
diverse and include:

« Parks - maintenance, planning, tracking usage and customers, and financial
management.

+ Recreation - recreation programming, measuring customer satisfaction, monitoring
changing recreation trends and customer needs, staffing, and budgeting.
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« Urban Forest Management - maintaining plantings in City, reviewing planting designs,
establishing and enforcing planting ordinances, promoting City tree planting program,
providing information to public regarding plant selection, planting and care.

« Public Golf Course - maintenance, facility planning, staffing, and financial
management.

« Public Swimming Pool - maintenance, facility planning, staffing and financial
management.

« Mowing Other Public Areas (road boulevards, parking lots, airport entry, etc.) -
mowing, maintenance of equipment, staffing, and budgeting.

However, the Parks and Recreation Department is perceived to be primarily a maintenance
organization with less emphasis on updating, facilities planning, and recreation programming.
This may be a consequence of budget concerns, where little funding is left for other activities.

To assist the City of Burlington and other organizations in establishing recreation facilities and
programs, the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan was developed. It provides
a framework for planning. This Plan describes the existing recreation system, determines
recreation needs of the study area, and makes recommendations to meet both present and
future needs.

Park and recreational planning involves a combination of analyzing gathered data coupled
with recreation facility standards and space guidelines relative to Burlington’s needs. This
planning framework consists of two major categories: the physical components and the
planning components.

Physical components that affect quality of life involve more than parks and recreation areas,
they affect our daily lives. A successful recreation plan will consider each of these physical
components and their impact on recreation:

City boundary and adjacent land Zoning and guided land use
Transportation plan Downtown and Urban services areas
Natural resources Regional, State, and other parks
School properties Private recreation resources

Water resources Historic districts and iandmarks
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Planning guidelines establish a level of service desired by citizens and help establish an
equitable distribution of parks and open spaces throughout the community. Guidelines that
were developed and incorporated into the Plan’s recommendations consist of:

Level of service - This guideline, used for parks, recreation, and greenways, is a ratio
expressed as a minimum number of acres per 1,000 people to meet the demand of the
recreation customers. (Open space guidelines are dependent on existing landscape
conditions and natural processes.)
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Park, recreation, open space and greenway classifications - These guidelines represent
the minimum acreage required for each different classification of park, open space and
greenway. '

Facility space - These guidelines represent the minimum space required for a specific
recreation facility, like a ball diamond. They provide a consistent and defensible
framework for recreation planning.

Americans with Disabilities Act - All public'accommodations (including park facilities and
programs) must comply with requirements of the ADA.

There are 13 public parks located throughout the City, along with trails and open spaces.
These and other recreation facilities are depicted on Maps 16, 17, and 18. An analysis of the
distribution and service areas showed that some areas of the City are too far from parks
Specific areas that appear under-served include:

Lennox Park - Sunnyside - Shamrock Drive  Kirkwood - Vineyard - Mt. Pleasar%t'
Central - Division - West Hill North Hill - Arch St. - Oak St. T
West end of West Avenue R

In determining community recreation needs, input was sought from a variety of “customers”,
users and relevant groups of the recreation system. They identified the following prioritized
list for system enhancements or developments:

— Summer youth programs

— Multi-use trails and nature trails with interpretive programs

— Playground equipment at parks

— Interactive elderly/youth programs

— Re-surfaced tennis courts

— Baseball fields for persons aged 13 to 18 years

— River interpretive programs

— Commuter bike system

— Adult softball fields

— Skateboard/in-line skate facility

— Indoor basketball court

— Soccer fields

— Additional riverfront development

— Handicap accessible fishing dock

— River front activities such as sail boat races or skiing competition

— Protection of natural resources, particularly greenspaces shown on Map 13

— Monitoring and addressing the changing recreation needs of the public, particularly
those for low-income families, single-parent families, and the elderly

Ongoing involvement of the recreation customer is the most important aspect of determining
overall development direction and policy.

146

JEen




LEGEND

Mike Stineman Associates

Recreation Planning & Design

Greenspace to be Protected
Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Masterplan
City of Burlington, lowa

Figure

R-18












































































