Community Facilities and Services

Overview

Community facilities are buildings, lands, and services which serve the public. Examples of
community facilities include hospitals, schools, parks, police, and fire protection. Other public
facilities comprise the essential skeleton for servicing the community: water, sewer, power
generation and distribution; communications; and transportation are included among these.

It is important to note that the Burlington Planning Commission and City Council do not have
decision-making power over some community resources. Locally elected boards control a
number of the services. '

A community’s quality of life and ability to attract and retain economic growth often depends
on the quality and quantity of community services. People usually are not attracted to a
community because of a quality transportation network or an expanding population base.
Individuals and families are attracted to a community (provided a minimum number of jobs are
available) because of their desire for quality education for their children, because they wish
to have a sense of safety in the property, because they enjoy the refreshing simplicity and
openness of parks and recreational areas, and because they can obtain medical facilities and
other qualities which give their lives a feeling of security and growth. The following
descriptions of community facilities and services provides a basic “inventory” of those available
in the Burlington area. In some cases, contact information is provided so the reader may
easily obtain additional information.

Activities

The City of Burlington is rich in both culture and history; together these provide the community
with a variety of interesting things to see and do. The City's park system maintains beautiful
scenic views and there is never a dull moment attending the variety of cultural events and
visiting the museums that the City has to offer. While the City provides the history enthusiast
with a variety of sites to see and events to attend, Burlington also has a wide variety of
recreational activities and sporting events.

Annual Events
The Burlington Community boasts of providing an environment with annual events in which
citizens can participate. Everything from professional live entertainment on the river front to
an internationally known Criterium Bicycle Race up the world's crookedest street are available.
The Burlington community provides its residents, and those from other communities, with
quality entertainment in a safe environment. The following is a list of Burlington's annual
events:

Burlington Community Annual Events . .. .......... . .. . . 13

Annual Bluegrass Music Festival




Art Guild All Member Art Show
Burlington Steamboat Days-American Music Festival
Championship Chili Cook-off

Des Moines County Fair

Heritage Days Weekend
International Dragon Boat Festival
Lighted Holiday Parade

Mississippi River Bike Ride

Port of Burlington Friday Fests
Snake Alley Art Fair

Snake Alley Criterium Bicycle Races

The Sight of Music
- Information provided by Burlington Area Convention & Tourism Bureau -

Historical and Cultural
Cultural Activities and Events* . ... ... .. .. . 11

Burlington Civic Music Association, Memorial Auditorium
Burlington Public Library - "lowa's Oldest Library", 501 North 4th, 753-1647
Fine Arts League -
lowa National Guard Armory - Richard Heidbreder Memorial Museum,
2500 Summer Street (inside Armory); Contact: Kenneth Szewczyk, 754-8605
Players Workshop Community Theater Group -
Little Theater on Grove Street, 753-6623
Snake Alley - "Crookedest Street in the World" -
next to Phelps House on Columbia Street; Open: year around
Southeast lowa Symphony Orchestra - lowa Wesleyan College,
601 North Main, Mt. Pleasant, lowa
The Art Guild - Old German Methodist Episcopal Church, 754-8069;
Open: Tuesday-Friday 12-5 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday 2- 5 p.m.
The Des Moines County Historical Society Office, 753-2449
Hawkeye Log Cabin Museum - Crapo Park; Open: May - October 1:30 - 4:30
Phelps house Museum - 521 Columbia Street

The Apple Trees Museum - Perkins Park, 1616 Dill Street
*For a complete list, contact the Burlington Area Convention & Tourism Bureau

Theaters . ... ..o 6
Mall 6, Westland Mall, 550 South Gear Ave., West Burlington, 1A; 753-1643

Sports and Recreation
The Burlington area has a variety of sports and recreational activities available for family
enjoyment.

Mississippi River

The City of Burlington's location on the river front creates the opportunity for any
number of water sports and recreational activities. The City maintains six boat ramps
in the downtown area and three public docks. From boating and skiing, to hunting and
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fishing, it is apparent that the Mississippi River is one of Burlington's greatest assets.
Although the Mississippi River is used in a variety of different ways, many of which are
recreational, it is an area that should be highly respected and used with precaution.

ATChErY . 1
Archery Range, Crapo Park

Baseball ... ... 1
Burlington Bees, Class A Baseball Team, Community Field,
April-Sept., 754-5705
Little League:  American League Western League  National League
T-ball is offered through YMCA
ASA - Softball

Bicycling CluDS . . .. 2
Bike Burlington, Paul Ziglar, Burlington :

Bickel's Bicycle Racing Team, Bickel's Bicycle Shop, West Burlington

Bowlinglanes . ... .. JR 2
Bowl Inn, 2601 Madison Avenue
. Bowl Inn Roosevelt, 1220 North Roosevelt Avenue

Country Clubs . ... ... oo 1
Burlington Golf Club (Private), "Oldest Golf Club West of the Mississippi")
2124 Sunnyside Avenue. Facilities provided include:
18 Hole Golf Course Driving Range Swimming Pool Dining Room

Cross Country SKIiNG . .. .. .o e 4

Crapo Park -

Starr's Cave Nature Preserve, 3299 Irish Ridge Road
YMCA Camp, Y Camp Road

Big Hollow Recreational Area, US 61 North

Dancing GroUDS . . ..o o e e e e 4

Lancers (private)
Cotillion (private)
Country Dancing:  Squar-N-Ators Circle Square - B

Burlington Golf Club (Private), 2124 Sunnyside Avenue, Burlington
Flint Hills Golf Course (Public), Golf Course Road, Burlington
Sundown Golf Course (Public par 3 course), Wapello Road, Burlington

[Ce SKatiNG . . .ot e 1
Lake Starker, Crapo Park
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Miniature Golf

Kenny's Golf, Koestner Street
Oakridge Mini Golf, Mount Pleasant Avenue
Little Putt, Roosevelt Avenue

Riverboat Gambling . ...
Catfish Bend Riverboat Casino

Burlington, Big Muddy's Landing - November - April
Fort Madison, Riverside Park - May - October

Roller Skating

Kenny's Roller Ranch, Koestner Street

- Sand Volleyball

YMCA - YWCA, 2410 Mount Pleasant Avenue
City of Burlington, Dankwardt Park

Senior Citizen Centers . . ... ...

Steamboat Senior Citizen Center, 501 Jefferson Street, Burlington

Shoppind Centers . . .. ..

Burlington Plaza West, Roosevelt and Agency Street
Downtown Steamboat Walk, Jefferson Street

Fairway Center, Mount Pleasant and Roosevelt Avenue
K-Mart Plaza, Agency Street

Westland Mall, 550 South Gear Avenue, West Burlington

Swimming

YMCA - YWCA Pool (indoor), 2410 Mount Pleasant Avenue

Burlington City Pool, Dankwardt Park

West Burlington Swnmmmg Pool, West Burlington Avenue

Burlington High School Pool (indoor), 421 Clearview Avenue

YMCA - YWCA Camp (Private Lake),Y - Camp Road

Geode State Park (Public Lake), US 34 West

7 - Ponds Park (Public Lake), US 61 North

Burlington Country Club Pool (Private, outdoor) 2124 Sunnyside Avenue

I A2 A0 10 b el AAN LB CA L

Tri-state Racquet Club, 500 Dankwardt Lane (2 tennis courts)

YMCA - YWCA, 2410 Mount Pleasant Avenue
* See Parks Guide

Trap and Skeet Shooting and FiringRanges . ........... .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. ... ..

Big Hollow Recreational Area(Firing Range)
HHH Ranch (Sporting Clay's and Trap Shooting)
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Burlington offers a variety of sports and recreational activities that include a number of City and State Parks. For
more information on these areas please refer to the Parks and Open Space section of the Comprehensive Plan.

Churches
Number Number
Religion of Churches Religion of Churches
African Methodist Episcopal 1 Apostolic 1
Assembly of God 1 Baptist 8
Catholic 4 Christian 3
Church Of Christ 1 Congregational 1
Episcopal 1 Evangelical 1
Jehovah's Witnesses 1 Jewish 1
Latter Day Saints 2 Lutheran 6
Nazarene 2 Open Bible Standard 2
Seventh Day Advent 1 Unitarian 1
United Church of Christ 4 United Methodist 6
United Pentecostal 1 First Presbyterian 2
- Information provided by Burlington Area Development Corporation - .
Commercial Services

Radio

KBUR . 1490 AM

KCPS 1150 AM

KDMG .................. e 103.1 FM

KGRS .. 107.3 FM

KRKMI 93.5 FM
Newspapers

The Des Moines County News
The Hawk Eye
The Shopper Spree

Cable Television
TCI of Eastern lowa

- Information provided by Burlington Area Development Corporation -

Education

The Burlington and West Burlington area offers outstanding educational opportunities for
virtually everyone in the community. From kindergarten to high school and on to college, the
Burlington-West Burlington area is striving to maintain the highest quality educational services
available.
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Area Education Agencies ( Area 16 )

The Area Education Agency (AEA) works as an educational partner with public and private
schools. Southeast lowa's Great River AEA is Area 16 of 16 AEA's throughout the state.
Agency staff members and local school officials work as a team to help all children reach their
highest potential. lowa AEA's make up one of the foremost regional service systems in the
country, offering programs that can be most efficient and economical when offered on a
regional basis. Programs are provided in three general categories: special education, media,
and educational/instructional services.

Special Education
Highly experienced staff in the field of special education provide instructional and
supportive educational services in a number of different areas.
s Speech and language
¢ Hearing conversation/education
¢ Psychological
» School social work
» Consultant assistance in mental and disabled disorders
¢ Autism

Educational/Media Services
. Educational and Media services operate as one division that works with educators in
their special roles to provide the best quality education possible. Examples of some
Services provided include:
 Lending of library books, videotapes and equipment
¢ Production help: printing, lettering and laminating
» Consultative library help

Educational Services
Consultants work directly with local school personnel evaluating the needs of the school
district. Services include:
 Curriculum in service and staff development
¢ Consultative services
* Environmental education
e School improvement/leadership

- Information provided by Area Education Agency -

Burlington School District

The Burlington School District is the ninth largest district in lowa, with an enrollment of
approximately 5,700 students. The Burlington Schooi District is governed by a seven-member,
locally elected, board of directors. Members serve three-year terms and are elected at-large
on an overlapping basis in annual, non-partisan elections. The administrative staff consists
of the Superintendent, all school principals, and department supervisors. The instructional staff
includes teachers, counselors, and librarians; approximately 52 percent of them hold advanced
educational degrees.
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Special features ‘

» Thirteen media centers and libraries, plus a two-story high school library with more
than 24,000 volumes. '

* A science department with access to both a reflecting and refracting telescope.

» Competition sized (25 meters and 25 yards) L-shaped swimming pool, five
gymnasiums, a football stadium, and access to two golf courses, eleven tennis
courts, two lighted tracks, and lighted baseball and softball fields.

» Anindustrial arts complex with shops for wood, electricity, welding, machine, auto
mechanics, drafting, journalism, graphic arts and metals.

West Burlington School District

The West Burlington School District enrolls about 500 students in three schools. In addition
to the basic skills courses, they provide a talented and gifted program, vocational classes,
vocational education in conjunction with Southeastern Community College, special education,
the fine arts, and a complete athletic program. All thirty-seven teachers employed by the
district are certified and nearly one-third of them have graduate degrees. The schools are
governed by a five-member school board that is elected at-large in annual, non-partisan
elections.

Burlington and West Burlington Educational Institutions

Grades No.

Burlington Public Schools

Elementary schools K-5 8

Middle schools 6-8 3

High schools 9-12 1

Alternative School* 9-12 1
West Burlington Public Schools

Elementary schools K-5 1

Middle schools 6-8 1

High schools 9-12 1
Parochial Schools

Burlington Christian School K-12 1

Notre Dame Elementary K-6 1

Notre Dame High School 7-12 1

Faith Academy Preschool-8 1

Great River Christian School Preschool-8 1

Others :
Hope Heaven Development Center

Des Moines County Head Start
*Alternative school is for students who have difficulty in a traditional school setting
- Information provided by Burlington School District -
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Preschool and Child Care Facilities

Child Care Facilities .. ....... ... . . 5
Preschools . ... .. . 14
Religious .. ... .. 6
Extension of SEAICO Head-Start . ......... ... .. ... ... ... ... . ... ...... 6
- Information provided by Burlington Area Development Corporation -
Education level of population
Persons enrolledinschool .. ... ... ... ... . . . .. . . 24.3%
High School Graduates (over25vyears) ......... .. .. ... ... ... ... ...... 77.8%
Holding a bachelor's degree (over25years) ............... ... . ... ...... 14.0%
Holding a Associates Degree (over25years) . . .............. ... ......... 7.3%
Holding a Graduate/Professional Degree (over25vyears) ................... 4.3%
- Information provided by 1990 US Census of housing and population -
Regional Education Opportunities
Universities
lowa State University, Ames, lowa . .. ......... . ... . ... ... ... ... ... 190 miles
University of lowa, lowa City, lowa .. .......... ... ... ... .. ... ..... .75 miles
University of Northern lowa, Cedar Falls, lowa ...................... 169 miles
Western lllinois University, Macomb, lllinois .................... .. ... 53 miles

Colleges
Southeast lowa offers opportunities for continuing education at several colleges within
90 minutes of Burlington.
lowa Wesleyan College, Mt. Pleasant, lowa
Knox College, Galesburg, lllinois
Monmouth College, Macomb, lllinois
Southeastern Community College (SCC), North Campus, West Burlington, lowa
South Campus, Keokuk, lowa

Extension and Exchange Programs offered through SCC
Board of Governor's Degree from Western lllinois University

M.B.A. Degree from St. Ambrose College
Dual Enrollment Privileges for Students of lowa Wesleyan College at SCC
Student Exchange Program -Carl Sandburg College and

John Wood Community College

Emergency Services

Police Department
With 43 sworn officers and more than a dozen support staff, the department operates 10 patrol
cars; provides county-wide communications for police, sheriff, fire, ambulance and rescue
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